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From IIIArq points of view, the 1962 Annual Bible Lectureship baa 
been considered by the college and those who were in attendance 8.8 one 
of the best in the history of our lecture series. It is notewortJv' 
that the attendance was consisten~ good for all sessions. We bad 
overfiowing audiences to attend various lectures. The spiritual tone 
was exceedingly fine. The speakers bad prepared themselves ao well 
that they were able to greatly stimulate the hearers. One 1nd:ication 
of the good spirit tha~ prevailed was also seen in the beautiful 
singing at various sessions. 

It was observed that a large number of leaders in the church 
besides the preachers were in attendance, not only from this area, but 
from a distance. In the future we hope to encourage more groups from 
congregations in our area as well as from afar to attend the lectures. 

The topics that were discussed this year were of such a timely 
nature that the messages touched a responsive cord with 1IlMJ'. It is 
heartening to know of the great enthUSiasm and interest in the Vital 
themes that face us. It was With pleasure we noted the deep concern 
in the Bible as inspired word of God, in the threat of CouunurU.sh, in 
the dangers facing young people, aDi in the values of Christian 
education. It is alw~s good to have the support and help ot good 
faithful brethren. At Freed-Hardeman College we seek to plead for the 
old paths and to stand for those basic principles of righteousness and 
good citizenship. 

Our students are known for their attendance at the lecture programs. 
They were elated over the lectures and their appreciation of the speak
ers and the lessons has been expressed in highest terms. Deep im
pressions for good have been made on the minds of our young people. 

The Booster Club Banqlet and the Gus Nichols Dinner were also 
highlights in this year1s progr811. We are happy to honor those who have 
contributed 50 DIIlch for so long. No doubt there will be similar 
occasions or honor for good men. 

Every phase or the program is counted a great success. We appreci
ate the work of those who prepared axhibits, and to student groups who 
participated and helped in the activities. 

Already we are making plans for the lectureship next year. The 
date is February )-8, 1963. We shall count on having our ma:n,y friends 
and alumni back with UtI. Your support lIleans much to us. 

Our thanks to J. Wal.ker Whi ttJ.e of the Business Depa:rt;msnt and 
the Phi Beta Lambda tor preparing the outJ.ines for distribution. 
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VICTORIES IN JESUS (1 Cor. 15:57) 

J. A. Thornton 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Circumstances of text. 
2. We should always be interested ir. victory. 
3. The victory that is in Jesus can be had by every one. 

Mt. 11:28. 
4. Credit for such victory must always go to God. 

DISCUSSION 

I. VICTORY ovm TEMPl'ATION 

1. Christ was tempted in all points like we. Heb. 11:15 
2. Example of his temptation. Mt. 4 :1-11 
3. He is able to succOW" them that are tempted. Heb. 2:18 
4. We are not tempted more than we CAN bear. 1 Cor. 10:]3 

II. vrCTCRY OVER SIN 

1. This victory is through Christ. cr 1 Cor. 15:57 
2. He is proPitiation for all sin. 1 John 2:1,2. 
3. This redemption is through his blood. Eph. 1:7; 

Heb. 9:12,13,14,28: 10:12; 1 Peter 1118,19 
4. If 1ft! walk: in the light his blood will keep us clean. 

1 John 117 

UI. VICTORY OVER THE WCRLD 

1. His disciples are not of the world. John 15:18,19; 
17:15,16 

2. We are not to love the world. 1 John 2 :15,16 
3. We are to be unspotted from the lOrld. James 1:27; 

4:4; Eph. 5125-27 
4. Our faith overcomes the world. 1 John 5:4 
5. While we are not of the world we influence the world. 

Mt. $116; 13133 

IV. VICTCfty OVER SUFFERING 

1. The Bible is tilled with examples of Butrering. 
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a. Job suffered but lost not faith. J:>b 2:10; 13:15 
b. Dem~n possesRe1, Jairus l Daughter and Woman with 

isst.e of blood. HIe. 5 
c. Paul's thorn in the flesh - grace sufficient. 

2 Cor. 12 :5-10 

2. Suffering persecutions. Mt. 5:11,12 Apostles. Acts 5:41 
3. The Christian has a different view of suffering. Rom. 8:17,18 

V. VICTCRY OVER DFATH 

1. Christ arose, he is vict:>r. 1 C:>r. 15:1-4,20 Heb. 2:9-14 
2. Christ is the resurrection and life. John 5:28,29; 11:25 
3. The gain of death. Phil. 1:21-24 
4. This is the victory of our text. 1 Cor. 15:21 

CONCLUSION 

1. The hope of victory brings juy. Phil. 4:4 
2. Summarize the things necessary for victory. 
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PROBLEMS FACING CHRISTIAN YUUTH 

Alan It;. Highers 

INTROOOCTION 

Since youth 1s a time ot decisi,n, it 1s expected that Christian 
young people wUl have ~ serious Jr0blells. It is usu.al.lJr between 
the ages of tifteen and twenty-tive that the following decisbns are 
made: (1) The kind of work one will do, (2) the person one will marry', 
and (3) whether one will obey the gospel. These decisions "'ill afi'ect 
the entire life. Our lives are in ~ respects smply the unfolding 
of decisi~ns made in youth. 

I. Y.,UDg people can be lost. 

A. Such paS88D.es as R~ 3:9, 23; 1 John 3:4; RJm&nB 6:16; 
also apply' to accountable yO)ung people. 

B. A young man once came to Jesus~ but he was alreaq lost, 
although very' pungo 

C. MaIJ1' J")ung people are lost today'. 

1. Read the newspapers--note what young people are 
d:»ing. 
a. In 1957, 41 per cent of all arrests tor serious 

crimes in Nev York involved those under twenty
one. 

b. It is predicted that by 1965 one boy in five 
will have a police record by the time he is 
twenty years old. 

2. Wbat about cursing, swearing, til~ stories, and 
the like, that are ca.lon 8IIlong IIIBD7 young people 
today? 

D. Some say that our young people are not inv.Jlved in such 
things. 

1. It true, that is tine. 
2. &t. what about the following: 

a. Disrespect to parents. (Romans 1:)0) 
b. Disrespect to elderly. (1 Timothy 5:1) 
c. Cheating on Examinations? 

3. These things are sinl 

E. Y)ung p8llple nq-,rj to reaelllber GOO in their y-)uth. 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1) 

1. They may die in y~uth and have til meet God on their 
rec,rd. 



2. Think how terrible it is for a young person to die 
without Christ. 

3. Young people need to o~ the gospel, (Acts 2:37-47), 
then bave the courage to live right. (Titus 2:11-l2). 

II. There are 8~ae specific problems which young people must face. 

A. It takes courage, determination. and will-p!1Wer to live 
right. 

1. Jesus, our Lord and Example, is the ~del of such 
qualities. 
a. Death and sutfering were not pleasant to the 

Lord. 
b. He suttered in courage tor what was right. 

2. We need to learn to be more like Jesus--unafrai!S 
of the crowd, of group pressures, and what people 
think. 

B. There are certain things that a Christian young person 
bst turn down. 

1. Drinking. If you drink, YJur chances of becOllling 
an alcoholic are one in ten. 

A. DriDking will impair your thinking. so that 
you might do something while under ita in
fluence tbat you would regret the remainder 
of y>Jur life. 

b. Never take the first drink if you plan to live 
the Christian life. 

2. Dancing. (Gal. 5:19-21). :8ven some IIlelIlbers ot the 
ehurch have condoned the practice of dancing, but 
that does not make it right. 
a. Dancing is based on sex appeal and bodily 

contact; take this away and dancing will taU. 
b. A young man and a young woman cannot dance to

gether for hours at the time under the seduc
tive circumstances of the ballroom without 
sinning! 

3. Filthy literature. LoOK on the open newstan<:l, and 
YJU will see what is meant. 
a. Young people can buy'vile reading matter 1.f 

they want to. 
b. Keep it away from you! (Matt. 5:8). It is 

impossible to feed the mind on such stutt 
without committing sin. 

4. Parking and Petting. How eou1d ODe condemn dancing 
tor &rOUlling the emotions, and condone petting 
wbicb is tor the SUle purpose? 
a. Petting dulls the sensation, and increases 

the appetite. 
b. '!h18 practice has been Kn'JWn to cause eIIIOt;ional 

disturbances 10 young people. particularlT in 
girlsJ it oan damage your personalit;r. 

c. It 18 not onl:y wrong within itsel£, but it I'llIq 

l$ad to other sins that will cause even greater 



heartbreak a!\d leave lifetime scars. 
S. Innodest Apparel. Remember the sin ot David after he 

had seen BathBbeba. (2 Sam. 11). 
a. Many girls lead men and boys into sin by exposing 

their bodies in scanty dress. 
b. Crimes have been cOl1l1litted against small, innocent 

children as a result or the w;q others have dress
ed. 

c. Ever,pthing about the Christian girl or wOIII!1l1 is to 
be characterized by modesty_ (1 Tim. ~:9). 

CONCLUSION: The best lite is the Christian life. Rave a Christian 
wife or husband, and estabUsh a genuine Christian home. You 'IIIq 
affect. the eternal destiD3' ot children yet. Wlb~n by the decisions 
you are making nClll. Parents should be villing to sacrifice that 
their children may have a Christian education; it ~ be that. the 
association they enjoy 11111 mean the salvation or their souls. Face 
your problems with honest courage, and be a t'ollower ot Christ. 
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WITNESSES TO CHRIST 

E. Winston Burton 

INTRODUCTI ON 

1. John makes a high anet exc1wrive claim for Christ on an 88-
cending level. (Jno. 20:30, 31). 

a. First, he is Jesus the man. Belongs in h1stol"n not 
lII,Jt.b. Ca11ect ·Son of' mann 13 tillles in John. Setl!l forth 
pt"OOt was 1III.lH tireet, hungry, etc. He was a true man. 

b. Next, he is the Christ. 'l'he long awai.tect JeWiBh Messiah. 

a. 11'1nal.l;r, be is the Son ot God. Higher &net broader in 
inrport;. Deity. 

2. Is this true? U so, Goct not only exists, but has acted to 
rede8111 lost hUlllllnitY'. Life is ours in his name. No cause 
tor etespair. If not, Ita.nt is as good as Christ. 

3. John sets aut to give a reason tor faith. A dis1;inction 
in this and reasoning out salvation. He uses the word for 
"witnessft in noun and verb fOl'lll over 40 times. All taith 
IIIIlst 'Illt1matel,J' rest on evidence. 

4. He selects seven witnesses to prove his thesis. 

DISCUSSION 

I. '!'he Human Witnesses 

A. John the Baptist. Ina. 1:6, 1,8, l.9-3~; ~:33 

1. His testimon.:r was complaw: (a) be denied that be was 
the Christ, Jno. 1:20,; (b) he said Jesus was greater 
t.han be, Jno. lf21, 30; (c) be s ... 1d that Christ was the 
Savior, Jno. 1:29.1 and. (d) be said be was the Son of' 
God. JDo. 1:34. 

2. Man.T believe that mucb attention 1s paid to John's 
testimon.:r, beca.use there vas a sect in Ephesus still 
cUnging to Joim. 

3. John's witness 18 hIportant, :ror he had l!Iomething to 
gain bY' refUsing to give it. P90ple were re&d,y to 
follow bi.JI. 

B. Disciples. Jao. 1141,4,,49; 4129, 39-42J 19:3,; 20128, etc. 



1. Witness of different ldnds of people from varied V'dl\cs 
of Ute. 
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2. Objection: "People have been deceived." Christ. recog
ni~ed the limitatt~n of human witness and did not depend 
too heavily on it. (J,hn 5:)4). At same time, those who 
knaw him best, loved him l1I08t and served him best. 

3. Objections "These people were quick to express their 
faith and without pt'?per consideration." True, but they
retained it after a more mature consideration. 

h. Their testimon;T is of prime balue because of what they
suffered t? bear it. Some died. 

5. The transformation or their lives as a result ot the 
impact ?t Christ upon them adds to its value. 

II. The Inanimate Witnesses. 

A. Scriptures. J·:>hn 5139-47. 

1. A few decaded ago the scholarly- norm was to emphasize 
the Grecian background of John. G)odspeed and E. F. 
Scott 8lII?ng the leaders. 

2. Now the Old Testament background is recognized. There 
are s?me 30 definite references to it in John, plus 
figures and types taken trom it. 

). Old Testament witness would be eapec1all;y convincing to 
Jews and proselytes. 

4. Never had the Old Testament been searched as at this 
tile. Yet the studenta of it failed to recognize Jesua 
as the Christ, because of the vast amount ot tradition 
that had been attached to the Scriptures. Talmud, 
Mishna, Kidrash. 

5. Jews thought the Scriptures gave life; John reveals that 
they point to Christ who gives life. 

B. W?rks. John 5 :36; 10:25, 38. 

1. Supernatural works. 

a. Usually called "signs" (s1meion) in John. 
b. Tendency to discount their value in this age. 

Arises tr~ doubt of whether or not can be a 
miracle. Modernism said, "No such thing." Neo
orthodoxy is saying, "May-be, I don't know." 

c. Were ot great weight in Christ's day-. John 7:31; 
11:45, etc. 

d. From the personal ministr;y, John selected seven. 

(1) Water to wine; Lord ot nature's processes. 
John 2:1-11. 

(2) Nobleman I s son; Lo::-d of distance or space. 
John 4:46-54. 

(3) Illpotent man; Lord or time. John 5:1-9. 
(4) Feeding 5.000; oreative Lord. John 6:5-14. 
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(,) Walking on sea; Lord of the sea. Jno. 6:16-21 
(6) Blind man; Lord of sight. John 9:1-7. 
(7) Lazarus; Lord over death. John 11:1-44. 

2. Natural works, 

a. Carry tremendous weight with all men in this age, 
for we have had time to evaluate them. 

b. N) life has been so noble. Consider his unself
ishness; how oblivious he was to power, pomp, sex, 
wealth, etc. 

c. His words, spoken in tiny Palestine 1900 years ago, 
are as modern as the mo.lmt. 

d. Napoleon: "I know men and this vas no man. 1t 

III. The Divine Witnesses 

A. God, the Father. John 5s37-38. 

1. The relationship of ~f~ist and the Father receives much 
attention in the Fourth. gospel. 

2. John 5: 37, 38 is probably an ilIIpl1ed reference to the 
Synoptic account of Christ 1 s baptism. John also records 
a case of direct witness (John 12:28-30). In a sense 
God is behind all of the other witnesses. 

3. A proble .. : "How do I know that God bore such witness?" 

a. Answer: Yau do not. Must accept by faith. Any 
system requires Ita leap of faith." 

b. Consider this, h~weverlIt God did bear witness, what 
other way could He establish that Re did? If those 
who said He did had been deoeivers, could they have 
lived as they did? Written as they did? Died as 
they did? 

B. Christ, the Son. John ,:31; 8:13. 

1. The apparent contradiction in the above passages is to be 
answered in his concessions to the teachins of rabbis. 
Means Christ's witness alone cannot establish it as true, 
though, of course, it would be true. 

2. Sore inquire U Christ himself ever claimed to be the Son 
of God. See John 9:35-37; 4:25, Matt. 16:16. 

3. Say, "Anyone COllld claim. to be the Christ. 1t True, but 
getting people to believe it is another thing, or to even 
take it seriously. 

h. The high and exclusive claims Christ made tor bi.mself are 
also a witness to his deity, for no human could bave 
conceived them. They are eight: 

a. "I am the bread of Ufe." John 6:35. 
b. "I am the light of the world." John 6:12; 9:5. 
c. "I am the resurrection." John 11:25. 
d. "I am the life." John 11:25, 14:6. 
e. "I am the wa:y." John 14: 6. 
f. "I am the truth." John 14:6. 
g. "I am the Tine." John IS:1, 5. 
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h. "I am the door.- John 10:7. 

C. The Witness of the Spirlt. John 1$:26. 

1. The Spirit vas with and in Christ. Jno. 1:32; 3 :34. 
2. Christ but began a great work) the Spirit continued it. 

John 16:1), 14. 
3. The New Testament is his written v.l.tness. 
4. He continues to bear witness by dwelling in Christians. 

RoI1l&l1S 8:9, 16. 

CONCLUSION 

1. Our faith is not a 8uperstition. 
2. It rests on a rook. It will stand the acid test. 
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THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS 

Don't Let Them Take It A~ 

C. B. Thomas 

INTRODUCTION: 

1. Reasons tor this admonition b,y Jude. 

2. Campaign slogan b,y major political party. 

I. Contend earnestly tor the taith. Hold tenacioU8~ to these funda
mentals. Don't let them take them away. 

II. What tundamental&? Don't let (who) take (what) away? 

1. Your taith in God. Pea. 19:1-h; MIt. 11:22; Heb. 11:6 

2. Your f'aith in JeINs Christ, the Son ot God. Jno. lb:1; 
Kt. 16:1); Jno. 6:66-68 

3. Your taith in the inspiration ot tile Bible. 2 Pet. 1:20-21.; 
2 Tim. 3 :1$-16 

4. Your taith in the church of the Lord JeINs Christ. Acts 20:28; 
Eph. 5:25 

S. Your liberty in Christ - Your right to worship God. Gal. 6:1,13 

6. Your honor - Your morality - Your virtue - YOIU" conduct. 
PrOT. 22:1J 1 Tim. $:22; Gen. 39:7;(Esther) Dan. 1:8 

7. The basic principle ot honorable conduct. Mt.. 7:12 

8. The foundation of' hu!IIan society, IIIIU'r1.age and the home. 
Mt. 19:3-9 



INTRODUCTION: 

THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY 

V. P. Black 

1. Man is a re11giaus being. 

II 

2. All people have anticipated some kind ot existence after death. 

3. In view ot this 10ng~ 01' the soul for immortality, we may 
inquire: 

a. Is there a home beyond the sunset? 
b. 11' so, has God revealed it? and by whom? 
c. The magicians of Egypt? The Magi ot Persia? Buddha ot 

India? ContuciUB or China? Socrates of' Greece? Mohalmled 
ot Arabia? or Jesus of' Palestine? 

L. The answer IllUst come from everr Wormed person, Jesus Christ 
is the hope or the world. 

S. In Christ we rind the assurance of the resurrection 01' the bod;r. 

6. The idea ot the resurrection has descended the stream ot time 
trom the first pair in pat'adise, down to the present time. 

1. It is seen in the language, literature, and manners ot every age; 
in history, philosopb;y", and poetrr of all people. 

I. DIFFERENT VIEWS ABOtrl' THE RESURRECTION. 

A. The Babylonian View. 

1. The BabylOnians expected a lite beyond the grave but the 
duration was uncertain. 

2. Merodach, a sun-god was the judge of men. 

3. B.1 the favor of the sun-god, the just entered into a place 
ot joy, the wicked into a place ot tonlent. 

4. They were uncertain about it all. 

B. The Hebrew View. 
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1. Whatever may have been the case with individuals, the 
Hebrews, as a nation, rejected the Egyptian view. 

2. The Hebrews lett Egypt, it seems, with no definate views 
or the resurrection of the ~. 

3. In Ris revelation at Sinai, it did not please God to 
enlighten them. 

4. Light was given them by the prophets. Isa. 26:19; Dan. 12:2 

c. The Heathen View. 

1. The heathen apply' the idea ot immortality to the soul only'. 

2. The ancient heathen complained that the sun went down at 
night, and arose in the morning, but their friends went 
dOllJl in the gloomy darlmess ot deatb, and rose no more. 

3. To them the night ot death was starless. 

II. TO WHAT SOURCE ARE WE INDEBTED FOR THE RFSURRECTION OF THE BODY? 

A. Not to reason, milld has not requisite data. 

B. Not to nature, tor it is I!IUper-nature. 

c. Not to 8cienee, it is beyond the province ot science. 

D. But to the Bible (Isa. 26:19; Rev. 20:12,13; Rom. 8:11; Dan. 12:2; 
John 5:28,29; 1 Peter 1:3; Mark 9:9,10) 

III. OBJECTIONS TO THE RESURRECTION. 

A. It involves a m,yatel7". 

1. MarGr IIG"steries in the Bible. 

a. Brought flood upon eartb, opened up Red Sea, wall of 
Jericho fell. 

b. We believe these things happened. 

2. The objector confounds mystery wi tb absurctl ty • 

a. An absurdity is something contradictory in its very 
nature to human reason and common sense, such as 
supposing an etfect greater than its cause. 

b. The resurrection of body not an absurdity, tor it is not 
contrary to human reason; but a mystery, for it involves 
the agency ot infinite power to accomplish it. 

B. It contradicts the principles ot science. 



1. It has been the business ot one age of science to change, 
modit,r and improve science of past ages. 

2. Is science entitled to more credence than the Bible, the 
book hoary with the ages, born at Sinai, completed on Patmos? 

C. It 18 contrary to our experience. 

1. This man must assume his experience is universal. 

2. The tact that the man or the tropics has never seen the 
earth white with snow does not prove that the man ot North 
.America has not. . 

IV. WE HAVE EVIDENCS OF RESURREC'l'ION OF alDr IN RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 
(1 Cor. 15:21) 

A. JeWs tookf1rat fruit to Jerusalem as a tbanlc-otteriDg and. 
pledge of coming harVest. 

B. Christa is the First Fruita. 1 Cor. 15:20 

C. The scheme ot redemption necessar~ embraces the resurrection 
ot human body, its provision extends to the body as well as the 
soul. 1 Cor. 6:19,20; Rom. 8:2); 2 Tim. 1:10 

D. What bod7 is raised up? One laid down. 1 Cor. 15:42,44,$3 

E. It will be a changed bod;y. Rom. 8:11 

F. Tell story ot Lazarus. John 11:1-43 

1. That Jesus raised one dead man, 1s to argue that all dead 
men shall be raised. 

2. Here is our glorious hope. 

3. The remed;y is as universal as tile disease. 

CONCLUSION: 

TeU the bereaved father, mother, widows, and children that there 
will be no resurrection aad there would be a universal shriek that 
would rend the air and crack the vault ot heaven, the earthvould pat 
on weeds ot DIOurning and like Rachel ot old go down to the Judgment 
weeping for her children. . 



C<J!MlJNISM AND CHRIS'l'IAH BDUCAT'IOll 

Dr. ()eorge S. Benson 

The ereateat threat tacing '-rica toda,. as a nation is iDter
national COllllUDiSID which aills at total world domination. 'lhia godleaa 
IIOTe_nt is a crild.nal c:mspiracy aiming at the dest.ruction or eYer'T 
other torJl ot government and every other type ot ec~. 

The purposes ot the international cOlllllWlist DIOVeIIl8Dt have been made 
very clAlar in ottic1&l collllllllIlist publications. THE WCRLD MARXIST REVIEW 
an otficial communist publication appearing in IIIII.r\Y languages, reports 
in the English version the happenings at the Communist Congress in 
Moscow in November and December of 1960. '1ne COIIIIIIWrl.st Part.y lrCIIII 81 
ditterent countries vas represented at that tr8llendous Congress. On 
January- 6th Khrushchev delivered a tamoUIJ addria8 in Jbscov in which be 
detlne~ the objectives and the conclusi~ns 01' the Communist Congress 
held in the preceding months. Then ,Oua, ,FIll'U, execut.ive secretary 01' 
the COIIIIIIUllist Party U.S.A. C&Dle out with a booklet. in F.ebruary 01' 196,1 
defining in greater detail the objectives for the Communist Party in 
America. 

From these ottic1al pronouncements it is made very clear that the 
internati~l movement is aiming at complete worlj domination and tbat 
it is going to prosecute more active13 the campaign against all fREE 
nations "of which America is the chiefestn • The 81 parties all signed 
the report at the end of their conventiOn declaring that all capitalist 
nati~ns are to be wiped out and that cOlllllunism is to be made complete 
in its world domination. This means that the fifth column in America is 
very bUSy trying to achieve these goals. 

Their directives are however. to avoid nuclear war at this ~, 
because AnIerica is lIIUch stronger in nuclear _apons. Through & cold 
war they have given Ill'ders tor the infiltration ot all 'Possible sep!ents 
in Allerica with concentration on the col:n'8d people. on students, on 
empl~es and on women's organizations. 

The greatest bulwark against cOlllllll1Dist domination of America is 
Christianity. JeSU8 e~hasized the dignity of the individual.. He 
!JDPhasized the treedOJll ot the individual. He emphasized taitb in God. 
'l'beretore, no intelligent Christian can be a cOllmlJDist because ot the 
tact that cOllllllUDism has no respect for lreedODl ot the individual, no 
respect tor the dignity 01' the individual and no respect tor faith in 
God. 

'l'he great crying need in America today is tor dedicated Christian 
leadership that is taithful to the word ot the Lord. The taith 01' the 
church will not rise above the faith 01' its leadership. 



Leadership in the church ot the Lord today is coming almost 
entirel3' from our Christian colleges. Therefore, our Christian 
colleges are destined to play a very important part in achieving 
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a better understanding of the Bible, in achleriug a greater l18asure 
ot dedication and in defeating the aims of internatbnal cOlllllU!lism 
within the boundaries of our 0IIJl country. 

We will not like~ turn back the collllllWl1st propagandist in our 
own country untll our preachers begin challenging them tor debate in 
every co>:!lllW1ity o! the nation. 

This atheistic, totalitarian, and cr1Dl1nal conspiracy cannot stand 
in the light ot eftective and capable exposit;ion. OUr Cbr18tian 
colleges should 80 train our preachers that t;hey will be re~ to meet 
the advocates at communist principles on aqy platform at any t;1me. 

When the I.W.W. (Internati'Jna1 Workers of the \iorld) organization 
invaded America f'1'OIII l~l) to 1925 it was very largely church of Christ 
preachers challenging these people tor debate that deteated the move
lIlent and we have heard little about it since. Today however, the 
communist movement is atfering a tar greater challenge and we are 
hardly hearing about any ettorts on the part or our people to meet them 
in debate. 

The attitude or 'lur government toward the Comnunist Party U.S.!. 
and toward the international coaaunist moveaaent will depend largely on 
the attitude ot the general public. OUr officials are elected b,y the 
people. They are in Washington to represent the people. Therefore, 
the people must become informed on the subject of communi .. and must 
become articulate. This will happen only as public opinion at the 
grass roots level i8 actually, f'irmlJr formulated. The taslc of foraru.
laUng 8uch opinion is going to he in large part the work or the 
preachers. 

Providing the necessary library facilities and the detailed infor·" 
~tion to infora our preachers on this task and training dedicated to 
Christian leadership, is one ot the big responsibilities ot Christian 
education. 
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OUR SURVIVAL THE GLClUOUS CHURCH 

Glenn L. Wallace 

INTRODUCTION. Gen. McArthur, -Military alliances. ba1ances or power, 
lea.gues ot: natiollS, all in turn baved failed--1f8 have 
had our last chance if we do not devise som.e greater 
81'Stem---it lIIUst be ot: the spirit if we are to save 
the nesh." 

I. SURVIV.IL--flrst cOllSideration or this generation 

1. Splitting the atoaa released po!fer man never dreamed about. 
a. Row. the So Megaton bomb. 
b. Da117. wespollS of destruction are illlproved. 

2. Military preparedness--chief program or nation. 
a. Tvo global. ArS in 30 J8arS. 
b. Brush tire coatlicts burning dail.T • 

.3. Scandal, IIIOral 1lIpu1"ities threaten 
a. Sense of direction has becom.e oontused. 
b. Sense ot: right and wrong bas been muabed. 

h. A. bomb she1ter--cry of the dq 
a. To the Christian, God our refuge. 
b. "I said, thou art II\Y' refuge--" Ps. l42 ,s 

II. OUR SURVIVAL-THE GLmlOUS CHURCH 

1. Bph. $s27 
a. "We have two million I118rnbers-1t 

b. "We have oome across tha tracks" 
o. Let our sense of pride and t:eeling of security still 

be in Rim.. 
d. The olll,y shelter is the Blood in the Body. 

III. OUR REFUGE, SAFE AND GLClUOUS, WHY? 

1. Christ, the Dirtna builder, Matt. 1.6:16 
a. The Church is HIS, His band is on it. 

2. Age gives it glory and beauty. 
a. The old promise, Gen. 3:15. Isa. 2s1-h 
b. It all began, 1900 years ago. 

). Security because of its lndestructability. 
a. "It will stand !orever--" Dan. 2:1Jh 
b. IIKingdaJa cannot be shakenll Heb. 12,28 



4. In churoh alone, we haVE! salvation. 
a. Eph. 5:23 

5. Hope and peace of mind in it. 
a. In an age 0: tranquilizers" unrest and uneerta1n1ty 
b. 

"I tl"1l3t in God" I KN()I He cares tor me, 
On mount.ains bleak--on the st.o:r..v sea. 

The b1l1owa roll" He keeps I'IfI" soul. 
My heavenJ.7 Father watches over me.1I 

17 
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THE FINAL AUTHORITY IN RELIGION 

George W. DeHoff 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Appreciation to personnel at Freed-Hardeman. 
2 • Greetings from Magic Valley. 
3. Rich heritage of Restoration !bvement in defending Bible 

as God's iD8p1.red word. 

... Campbell-<>wne Debate. 
b. John 10:35, "Scripture cannot be brOken.-
c. McGarvey, Elalll, LiPSCOlIIb, et.al. 
d. Present et'tor\ to discredit these pioneers by men poorl,y 

trained in God's word but "educated" in the wiSdom of 
the world. 

DISCUSSION 

Field of evidences very broad. Ma.n,y reasons for belieVing the 
Bible is God's verball,y inspired, iaJmovable, perfect Word. 

1. We believe the Bible because we believe in God. 
a. No one can really be an athiest - w'3Uld have to know 

everything. 
b. Something is, sOlll8th1ng cannot come trom nothing. 

Therefore, something bas always existed. OnlJrt.wo 
things eXist: Hind, Matter. Hind superior to matter. 
Christians believe mind eternal. 

c. Design argument. 

2. Scientific Foreknowledge. 
a. Herbert Spencer: Time, force, action, space, matter. 

Gen. 1:1. 
b. Three kingdolDB: mineral, vegetable, animal. 
c. Rotundity of the earth. 
d. Suspel'lBion of the earth. (Job 26:7) 
e. Geograph7 of the Bible. 
t. Paths 01' the Sea. (Psalms 8). Mat thelI Pontaone Maury. 

). 1Jn1ty ot the Bible. 
No contradictiOns} perfect harmony. 

4. Proph9Q7 and its FulU'illment. 
Lite of Christ foretold in lII:1nute detail. 

,. Fruit Bible Bears. 
!bra]. influence J other influence. 



6. Indestructibility or the Bible. 

7. What the Bible means to Human Hearts. 

CONCLUSION 

The Bible is God's wrb&l.ly inspired, iDuDovable, perfect Word. 
In life and in death, in time and eternity, this is tbe Book of 
Books. 

19 
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CHRISTIAN ~HIP 

Ou Nichols 
Lecture tfo. 1 

IIITRODUCTION: 

1. God has been eapecial1y good to me. ThiB is the 25th year in 
which I have participated in these programs since the first 
one. I am very happy to be here, and to have 7'311 here to 
stud;r with me the subject of CHRISTIAN FEI.Ul¥SHIP. 

2. Acta 2:36-47. (Reading.) V.41, IItheyll_ those baptized, V. 41-
42. contill11fKl in IItellowshiplt, etc. 

3. IIFellowsnip" i8 trOll the Greeks KOINONIA, translated tellow
ship 13 t1laes and is used about 21 times in the Nev Testament. 
It is translated IIcontrlbution" one t1lae, Rom. 15 :26; "COll

lIlIInioolt 4 times, 1 Cor. 10:16; 2 Cor. 6 :14; 2 Cor. 13 :14. It 
is translated ·distribution" 1 time, 2 Cor. 9:13. It is 
translated "coammicatlonlt 1 time, and tlcOllllllUDicate ll 1 time, 
Philemon 6, Hebrews 13 :16. 

4. Tbe other 13 times it is translated "FELLOWSHIptt as in our 
teJ:t, Acts 2:42 and 1 Cor. 1:9; 2 Cor. 8:4; Gal. 2:9; Bph. 
3:9; Phil. 1:5; Phil. 2:1; Phil. 3:10; I John 1:3; I John 
1:6; I John 1:7; !ph. S:ll. 

5. Su.ing up these translations of the word "KOINQNIAII ..., have 
as the meaning ot the word: ·PelloW8hip", "contribution", 
"communion", "distribution", "communicate", and "commnnication". 

6. Berry in his Interlinear with Lexicon, defines Koinonia atI 
being "participation, cOIIIIIlUDion, telloW8hip, a contribution." 
He defines Koinonik08 as "read;r to communicate, liberal" 
I Tim. 6:18, and koinonofl as "a partner, LIc. 5:10; a sharer 
with, 2 Cor. 1:7. 

7. THAYER defines the word IIKOINONEAII, and kindred forma of it 
to mean "'1'0 come into cOllllllll.Dion or fellowshIp, to become a 
sharer, be made a partnerll , ~b. 2:14; Prov. l:ll; Rom. 15:21; 
I Peter 4:13; (B) 11'1'0 enter into telloW8hip, join one'a self 
as an atIs-:JCiate, make one's self a sharer or partner", I Tim. 
5 :22; 2 .Tn. 11; "Sp to make another's necesaities one's 01ID 

as to relieve them". (A. V. COIIIII11UIicating to the necessities, 
etc. lI ) Rom. 12:13; Phil. 4:]$; ••• Gal. 6:6. 
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8. "KO!NONIA."--is defined by THAIER: "Fellowship, association, 
colllftUllity, communion, joint participation, intercourse, •••• "The 
share that which one has in a.nyth:I.ng, participation; of the 
thing in which he shares: Phil. 2:1; 2 Cor. 13: 13-14; Phil. 3: 
10; Phil. 6; that is, in the benefits of Christls death, I Cor. 
10:16; in the (m,ystical) boc:I7 of Christ or the church, 2 Cor 8:4; 
Eph. 3:9, to obtain fellowship in the dignity and blessings of 
the Son of God, I Cor. 1:9. 2. intercourse, fellowship, inti
I18.cy,: the right hand as the sign and pledge of fellowship, 
(in .tulf'illlng the apostolic oUice), Gal. 2:9; what in COIllllOD 
has light with darkness? II Cor. 6:14; used of the intimate 
bond of fellowship which mdtes Christians: Acts 2:42; Phil. 
1:$; I In. 1:3, 7; of the fellowship of Christians vith Dod 
and Christ; I In. 1:3, 6 (which fellovsnip, according to John's 
teaohing oonsists in the fact that Christians are partakers in 
cOlllllOn of tbs same nD.Dd as God and Christ, and of the blessings 
arising theretrom). Ko:lJionia in the Hew Testament denotes: 
3. A benefaction joint4r contributed, a oollection, a contri
but1.on,as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship, for 
the benefit of one, n Cor. 9:13; II Cor. 8:4; (to make a 
contribution, Rom. 15:26; Reb. 13:16. TRAYER, P. 3$2. 

9. BAGSTER says, Koinonia, "FellOWShip, partnership, Acte 2 :42; 
II Cor. 6:14; Gal. 2:9; Phil. 3:10; I In. 1:3,6,7; aid, relief, 
Heb. 13:16; contribution in aid. Rom. lS:26." P. 235. 

10. VINES, KOINONIA," Ca> colllllllDion, fellowship, sharing in cOJll:lOn 
(from "koinos" cOIlIIJII)n), 1s translated "comun1onll , in I Cor. 
10:16; Phil. 6, R. V.; "tellowshipU; (b) that which is the out
come ot fe11owship, a contribution, e.g. Hom. 15:26; II Cor. 
8:4; n. P. 90. 

II. AS CHRISTIANS, WE ARE TO HA Vi FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD, OUR HE! VENLY 
FATHER. 

John says, ItOur fellowshi:p is with the Father, and with his Son 
Jesus Christ."U John 1:3} This lR8ana that we are to live so 
close to God as to have and enjoy an intill8.cy or cOlrununion with 
God that is "unspeakable and full of glory". (I M. 1:8.) The 
noted historian, H. G. Wells, a Jlodern infidel said, "At t.mes 
in the lone4r silence of the night and in rare lone4r moments I 
come upon a sort of conlllllmion of myself with something great 
that. is not m,yself. It is IE! rhaps poverty of mind and of lang
uage that obligates me to say that the universal scheme takes on 
the effect of a systematic person". If an agnostic, in spite of 
his atheism, is cOlllpelled to teel hillself in communion with 
"something great that is not IIYself", and especially "at times in 
the night and in rare lone4r moments", should we not, as Christians 
share such a fellowship with God all the tilR8? Yes, he found him
self at times "In coJllllllllion" with something Bgreat" that was Itnot" 
himsel1'. He said this something great often took on the effect of 
"! SY3TEMA.TIC PmsoN". (a.N.) Hen who think cannot entirel¥ get 
rid of God, even in this life. Christians believe that God is, 
that he does exist. (Reb. 11:6). They do not believe that the 
blini forces of nature, guided by no intelligence, and by mere 
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accident and chance made the universe and all thing therein. We 
believe that "In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth". Gen. 1:1. We believe that behind every design, there is 
a designer, and back of every effect there is a GREAT CAUSE, and 
that is God. Even scientists are now te1.ching that the universe 
is not eternal, that there was a time when this earth, the whole 
universe, in fact, did not exist. They tell us that the sun once 
did not exist, that it has a beginning, and that it is burning up 
every day, and they predict that in millions or billions ot: years 
it will burn up, or go out. Well, what existed before the uni
verse? From whence have all thing come? We, as Christians believe 
that God existed before all things and that he is "from everlast
ing to everlasting". (Psa. 90:1-2) You cannot reasonably think 
of a universe collling from nothing. If there ever had been a tine 
in the long, long ago--in the far distant past--when there was 
nothing in existence, then there never could have been anything. 
Something cannot come from nothing. A great big nothing back at 
the beginning could not have so labored as to design and bring 
forth something--a great universe, such as we see and have today. 
The Bible says, "Every house is builded by some man; but he that 
built all things is God. n (Heb.3:4) To believe in Him and to so 
live as to have &Waet fellowship and communion with him is the 
sum of lire-wit is all of life. No house came by accident and 
chance, as by the operation of the blind i:orces of nature in a 
cyclone, earth quake, etc. Every house preaches its builder to 
every one beholding its beauty and evident design. A man would be 
considered a fool who would deny that a house had a builder, that 
some man had been on the scene. Yet, man could not make an earth 
like this, much less a universe, and he could not control it if he 
had one in his possession--man cannot even control himself! 

Christians not only believe in God but we love God with supreme 
love. (Matt. 22:37) We put God before Pal:'eIlts and our closest kin. 
(Lk. 14 :26; Matt. 10:.35-.38) Yea, we would give our bodies to be 
burned, before we would renounce God. (Matt. 16:24-27) He means 
more to us than our wives, our husbands, our children, than our 
very lives. We would, we believe, gladly die for God, if need be! 
Millions have done this who were as weak in faith as we! (Rom. 6: 
9-11) Yes, we love God, for he is good,"and his mercy endureth 
forever." We love hL~ because he first loved us and gave his Son 
to die for us. (I John 4:19; In. 3:16) God gave us his BEST that 
we lllight know he stands ready to give us the rest, if and when it 
is needed. (Rom. (I :.32) Our fellol"ship with God is wonderful and 
sweet, beyond all possible expreSSion of it. 

F. B. Sergei beautifully displays our intimacy with God, our sweet 
fellowship with him, in the song "MY GOD AND In. He says, 

liMy God and I go in the fields together, 
We WBl.k and talk as good friends should and do. 
We clasp our hands, our voices ring with laughter. 
My God and I walk through the meadow's hue. 

He tells me of the years that wnt before me. 
When heavenly plans were made fOr me to be. 
When all was but a dream of dim conception; 
To come to li!e, earth's verdant glory see. 



My God and I will go for aye together. 
;,'Ie '11 walk and talk as good friends ever do. 
This earth will pass and with it common trifles. 
But God and I will go unendingly." 
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III. ~~ (;!IlU3T.lA.\l;j i\.W0 HAVli: HLLU';J3Hlt' wITH CllttI.:i'l', rIb 3UN (;i' GOD. 

"And truly ollr fellowship if with the Jo'ather, and with his 30n 
Jesus Ghrist." (1 In. 1:3) Again, "God is faithful, by whom ye wem 
called unto the fellowship of his .;lon Jesus Ghrist our Lord." II 
Gor. l:Y) Here the "Amplified New Testament" translates it: "God 
is faithful--reliable, trustworthy and ,therefore) ever true to his 
promise, and he can be depended on; by lIim you were called into coo .. 
panionship and participation with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." 
The 30n has promised to be with those who obey him "always, even 
unto the end of the world." (Natt. 28:1H-20) We do not have to go 
alone through life. We have Jesus to go with us all the way. He 
is our closest companion in life. I was once in the home of an aged 
sister for lunch. I had supposed that other members of the family 
would soon arrive, a'1d that she did not live alone. Finally, I said, 
"Jister Herren, do you live here alone?" 3he replied, "No, Brother 
:hcnols, I would not think of doing such a thing. I need someone 
with me for company and to take care of me." I said, "'lfho lives 
with you?" 3he said, "Jesus lives with me. I would be afraid if 
He were not with me." O! what fellowship she had with Jesus! It 
reminded me of the 2)rd P.5a!m, "Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of deat'l, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me." (Psa. 23:~) These are 
words r,uoted by orother A. G. Freed in his last conscious moments in 
this world. We comm'me with Christ and share in the blessings of rm 
lkath when we discern his body on the cross as W<3 eat the Lord's 
supper. (1 Cor. 1O:16j ';)e share in his sufferings, and have fella;. 
sh'i.p, or participation with him when we suffer for the sake of his 
b'Jciy, the ch'lrch. (Col. 1:18,2l~) ?aul's purpose of heart was to 
come to know Jesu'; so well, and to so progressively become acquainta::l 
wi.th ~im alld his bvin& heart, and to so mderstand his great power 
and might wnico flows out from his resurrection unto obedient be
lievers, that he mignt share in riis sufferings, or cOlDl,1une wit!'! him 
in the ae;onies of his death, and be so imb~eci ;,ith it that he might 
be more like him. (Phil. 3:10-14) 'rle are really worship:~'ing and 
~aving fellowship with Jesus when we sing ~Jith cie'!pest of feeling: 

"0 to be like thee! rllessed Jtede'.!"lElr: 
This is my constant longing and prayer; 
Gladly I'll forfeit all of earth's treasures, 
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear. 

;) to be like thee! full of compassion, 
Loving, forgiving, tender and kind, 
Helping the hel!'less, cheering the faintin~, 
Seeking the wandering sinner to find. 



o to be like thee! lowly in spirit, 
Holy and harmless, patient and brave; 
Meekly enduring cruel reproaches, 
Willing to sutfer, others to save. 

o to be like thee! Lord, I am coming, 
Now to receive the annointing divine; 
All that I am and have I am bringing; 
Lord, from this moment all shall be thine." 

Those who sing such songs in pretense and hypocrisy se~m to 
have no idea of true worship, and what they are missing in their 
failure to r.eally dedicate anew their all to Christ in worship! 
Fellowship with Chris~ means that we share his mind and his nature, 
that we-enjoy an intimacy and companionship with him ~ich is un
speakably sweet. C. Austtn Miles surely experienced this wonder
ful feeling or he could not have written the hymn, "IN TH~ GARDEN", 
which says, 

"I come to the garden alone, 
While the dew is still on the roses, 
And the voice I hear falling on ~ ear 
The Son of God discloses. 

And He walks with me and He talks with me, 
And He tells me I am His own. 
And the joy we share as we tarry there 
None other has ever known." 

IV. WE ALSO-HAVE FiLLO~3HIP WITH TH3 HOLY SPIRIT. 

Paul speaks of the "lo'ellowship of the Spirit". (Phil. 2:1) 
He also says, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all." (2 Cor. 
13: 14) "The communion of the Holy Spirit" mea.'1S the fellol~ship, 
the joint participation which we share in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Some translate it "Companionship" of the Holy Spirit. The 
!!oly Spirit is called "Another Comforter". (In. 14: 15-17) Throul?tl 
his inspired word in the Bible He comforts our hearts in ever hour 
of trial and in all our troubles he "Whispers sweet peace" to those 
who let his word dwell in them richly. (Col. 3:16, 2 Tim. 3:15-17) 
Through inspired men, the Holy Spirit strives with men; does this 
by His word revealed and confirmed to us in the blessed Bible. 
Yet many "resist the Holy Spirt" and refuse to "give ear" unto 
what He says. (Neh. 9130; Acts 7:51-S2.) Christians are told to 
"Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereh)' ye are sealed unto the 
da,y of redemption". (Eph. 4130.) The Holy Spirit is IIgrieved" when 
those claiming to be Christians refuse or neglect to cooperate with 
Him and fail to share in His work of converting a lost world through 
the means of the- ~ospel which was preached with the Holy Spirit sent 
down from heaven. (I Pet. 1:10-12.) It is wonderful to have fellow
ship, partnership, joint participation and communion with the Holy 
Spirit. in his work in us, for us and in behalf' of all men. 

We shall continue to discuss the subject of CHRL5TIAN FE~5HIP 
tc:aorrov morning at this same time, and we hope to have you with us. 
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CHRISTIAN FEI.Laf)HIP 

Lecture No. 2 

Oos Nichola 

Greetings to all of you who have been so g'>od of heart as to co. 
again so ear17 to stud;y with us the subject ot CHRIS'lIAN FBLI.aISHIP. 
Those ot you who have attended such lecture courses betore knoll 80lIl8-
thing ot the blessedness ot CHRtSTIAlf FELL<lfSHIP as it is lUII1iteated 
here on the CaIIPWI ot Freed-Ifardeman College. Here we have a con
tinual spiritual least trom earq marn1ng even WltU late at night. 
I have attended these course8 now twent;r-tive years and I have otten 
lelt sick ot heart to think ot what is being m8sed b;y so II8IV' 1D 
the church 1Ibo need thela as muob as an,y ot us here assembled, elders 
and deacons, song leaders and Bible class teachers--all WOI1l.d have 
their lives em:"1ched to be here--and through the. the churches would 
be vondertul17 blessed. Ii" I had it in IV power. I v,w"d make 1t 
posSible, and e8B7 tor all our JOUle people to attend & coll~ like 
this. In.,., judgment, no school :ill tbe DIltion excels Freed.llVdeman 
College in the good work which i't otter8 to Junior College stw:lenta. 
Here the Bible is taqilt without 8D7 llixture ot liberalism, auti-
iSIll or ao;r hobb;y or ao;r sort. 

Naw I 811 supposed to lead us in a further stud;y ot CHRISTIAlf 
FELLCJIISHIP. 

I. AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO HAVE FE:r.LClaHIP WI'l'H THE APOSTLES 
(2 OUR LClU) JESUS CHRIsr. 

John. one of'the apostles or Christ, Said, "That wb1ch we bave 
seen and heard declare ve unto you, that "PJ also -.y have fellow
ship with 118 ••• • (1 In. le3.) !he previoua verses ot the chapter 
nalee it clear that he was speaking ot himself and the other apostles 
when he wrote that. The apoaUes had seen the Lord and handled hill. 
They had been sent out b;y the lord to preach the gospel to every 
creature 1D all the vorld. Otk. 16:15.) They wanted and needed 
the tellowship of' all brethren everywhere in their lIOrk. they covet
ed the prqers and good will ot all the brethren. John kDev that 
talae teachers had COJIIII in among these brethren d8JV1ng that Jeaus 
Christ had COlll8 in the neah, and, or course, rejecting the doctrine 
or the apostles. John gave the. a rule b,y which to tr'J' such false 
teachers. '1'he;r vere to try the. b3' app~ the acid teste would 
they hear the apostles? It not, they were not of Ood. (1 In. 411-6.) 
It 18 still true that one c1ai111ng to be aent or Ood and to be a 
preacher or righteousn88s i8 not ot God it be refuses to accept; the 
apostles t doctrine, as it is nov written in the lev TestaEat.. No 
one can hear and accept Christ while rejecting ~h08e vbca he _ 
powered and sent. (LIe. 10:16.) Christ and the apostles are joined 
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t.ogether in the revelation of the New Testament. Christ is called 
thg "ediator" of tbe New i'estaent.. (Reb. 9115-17.) The &postles 
are called "ministers ot the New Testament". (2 Cor. ):6.) God .. 
the Father, gave the message ot the nw CQvenant unto the Son, and 
the Son gave it unto the apostles who, were in turn to preach it 
unto all the world, to deliver it unto men and pertorm such miracles 
U V0I11d contirm it unto the end of the vorld. (In. 17:8,14,20-22; 
2 Cor. 12.12; Reb. 2.)-4; Mk. 16.15,20.) No one can nOlI have tellow
ship with the apostles who fails to share with them the responsi
bil:ity ot preaching the gospel unto a lost world, and to joint]s 
participate with them in reaching Christians with the lcnOIIledge 
of things Which tbsT are to observe and do as Christians. (Matt. 
28:18-20.) The apostles are on twelve thrones-are IItIIIpO!I8red by" 
the inspiration ot the Holy Spirit-to teach us the truth and to 
confirm it unto the end ot the world. The Spirit cuided them "Into 
all truth- which the world voud ever need, rell.giousl,y speaking. 
(In. 16:13, 14126.) Unt.o the end or the ages men are to -earnest]s 
contend tor the taith once for all delivered unto the eaints". 
(Jude 3.) We need no new revelation; neither ,do we need an'3' new 
miracles to conf'irm the old truth once tor all time delivered by" 
the apostles. We need DO new &postles. The apostles of Christ 
who preached his gospel in the New Te8'kment and in the first cen
tury are the only apostles needed. They were the -last" apostles. 
( 1 Ccr. lu9.) Others beside them have been talse apostles and 
deceiUul. workers. (2 Cor. lldJ-15.) John called them. "Liars". 
(Rev. 211-2.) The inspired apostles are dead, as to their bodies, 
but a.s to their work they still live. They are our apostles to~. 
They are still on their thrones of authority as teachers. (Ue. 
22128-30; Matt. 19128; Acts 1:8.) We have tellOilship with the 
apostles when we aid and assist in their wark, when we preach their 
gospel as they preached it and live as it directs us to 11ve. In 
this way we share in their work, that part of it which uninspired 
lIIen are capable ot performing, and we have joint participation with 
them in "teaching all nations" and in preaching the gospel" to everr 
creature". (Matt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16115.) We have fellOllship with 
them when we cOlJlDit what we have learned trOll them in the New Testa
ment unto others that they in turn will also be able to "teach others 
also". (2 'l'im. 2:2.) In this wa:r we JIIIJ.1 reign with the apostles, 
and with Christ. Paul says, "I would to God 1'8 did reign, that we 
wo might reign with you." (1 Cor. lu8.) Won't it be wOD<iertul. to 
_et the apostles up in heaven and take them by the band and stq, 
"As a Cbr1Btian, I bad fellOWShip, partnership with you. down in 
the warld. I participated in the work: that you did, and tired to 
keep the great cOllllission going as you did. I was happy down there 
to k:nov that I was having fellowship with you, that I was your 
:rellOillaborer." (Phil. 4,).) Let us cooperate with the apostles 
and bave fellowship with thea in their work. 

II. AS CHRISTIANS, WE SHOULD HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH EACH OTHER. 

John 8~ .. "It we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have tellOllSbip ane with another, and the blood of: Jesus Christ His 
Son cleanseth us trOIll all sin." (1 In. 1.7.) Here we learn that we 
"have tellOllShip one with another" provided that we walk in the 
l1ght ot God's truth. (Pea. 1191105.) God never intended that we 
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try to maintain fellowship with all peoples regardless ot what they may 
believe and teach. Jesus did not c~e into the world to establish peace 
at any such price. Jesus came to send a sward and to cause division 
between his true followers and others who wcruld not accept the principles 
of peace which he has tau~t. (Lk. 12:51-53; Matt. 10:35-38.) While 
there are thIngs which "make for peace", there are other things which 
make tor division and strife. (Rom. 14:19) As Christians, we must obey 
and serve God as it is written whether this course will b~ing peace be
tween us and others or n~. (Heb. 5:8-9; Rev. 22:14; Lk.6:46j Matt.7:21) 
We cannot af'f'Jrd to sin just in order to be united with other people. 
GrJd's plan of unity and fellowship is simple---"If we walk in the light, 
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another."(I In.l:7) 
All who thus follow the truth will be united, and in fellowship with all 
others who like themselves "walk in the light". This is nat to say that 
all people are actuallY walking in the light who think they are. It is 
possible for goad people to be misled and deceived as to what the truth 
is. (Gal. 6:7) No one should be conceited and imagine for a moment that 
he is infallible. And yet the truth is something certain and definite, 
something revealed and which can be learned, and BO well learned that 
one can know that he has the truth beyond any sort of doubt. If this 
were not so, we could never obey the command to mark and avoid those 
who cause divisions and offences contrary to the true doctrine. (Rom. 
16:17-18.) 

III. AS CHRISTIANS WE MUST NOT SE1'K FELLCllSHIP W1TH THOSE OF THE 
HORLD. 

Paul says, "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers; 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what 
communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infIdel? And what 
agreement hath the temple of God wi.th idols? •• Wherefore come aut from 
among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the un
clean thing; and I will receive you." (2 Cor. 6:1h-17) Here it is 
clearly- reveale.i that believers and unbelievers, saints and sinners, 
are n~t to be united and in each other's fellowship. This is not to 
say that Christians are to manifest a contemptible "holier than thou" 
spirit, nor that they are to in any way mistreat others. BUt ~hey are 
to remember the apostle's question: ~lhat fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness?" We cannot, therefore, have any fellowship with 
the world. We must stay out from among such. We must keep unspotted 
from the world. (Jas. 1:27) Even religious people are to be marked and 
avoided--disfellowshipped--i! they teach and practice that which is 
"contrary to the doctrine" of the New Testament. (Rom. 16:17-18) 
Christians are all to be united and speak the same thing by all speaking 
as the BIBLE speaks. (I Cor.ljlOj I Pet. 4:11) "To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there 
is no light in them." (Isa. 8:20) Humbly and gently, yet boldly' and 
firmly, the truth must be presented against all error and sin. The truth 
of God's word must be preached whether the people like it or not. (2 Tim. 
4:2) False teachers and error must be rooted up and kept out of the 
church, whether such work is pleasant and popular or not. Paul says, "And 
have no fellowship with the untruitful works ~f darkness, but rather re
prove them". (Eph.5 :11) Yes, fellowship with the warld is sinful and 
wrong. Man is a crea.ture of choice. He can choose the fellowship of the 
world on the ~ne hand, or he can'ln the other choose fellowship with God 
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and his people who tollow bis truth. But one cannot have both. Those 
who Uve in sin and elTor are out or tellowship and harmony with God. 
"I!' we say that we have tellowship with hilII, and walk in darkness, we 
lie, and do not the truth." (1 In.116.) It follows, therefore, that only 
faithful Christians are in fellowship with God, and Christians should 
not fellowship those not in fellowship with God. If a brother turns 
back and is detemined to go to perdiation we should see to it that he 
does not go in our fellowship. We should put him out of our compaqy, 
and fellowship, and have n'J m'Jre to do with him than we would a heathen 
or a publican. (1 Cor.5:5-13; 2 Thess.):6-14; Mat. 18:15-18.) or course, 
we shou1d seek to get all Dlen to serve the Lord and do right, whether 
they are alien sinners of the world, or sinners in the church. They 
have precious sou1s of more value than all the world. (mat.16126.) 
However, we cannot save them b.r just keeping them in our fellowship. 
(Kat. 13141.) In fact, we might thus actually lose ourselves. The 
withdrawal of our fellowship is an effort to save the wayward brother. 
( 1 Cor. 515-13.) Unf'ai thful members of the church must be converted 
away from their sins or they will be lost (Jas. S: 19-20; Gel..6: 1. ) 

IV. AS CHRISTIANS WE ARE TO HAVE FELL<WSHIP WITH EACH OTHER IN WORSHIP 
AND EDIFICATION 

The church is to edify and build itself' up in the faith. (Eph.4: 
12-16.) We have seen that the word fellowship is from a Oreek word 
which includes a"joint participation" with other Christians in the 
worship and services of the church. others cannot worship and serve 
God for me. They cannot assemble for me, sing for me, give for me, 
comnrune tor me, or do anything for me. I must do my part. John 
plainly says, "We have fellowship one with another". (1 In. 117.) 
According to ability and opportunity, each member of the church is 
responsible unto God for his part of the w'Jrk of the church. No member 
has a right to sit back and be a spectator or critic--simply observe 
the others in their worship. If I am asked to do something I should 
do it if all possible. If I am put on a visiting committee to visit 
those absent fr'Jm the services 'In Lord's day, I should lay everything 
else aside and serve. We should have fellowship, or partnership in the 
work of the church. I should find what I am best qualified to do, and 
give myself' to that work. (ROlli. 12 :4-7.) If' I am to lead the singing I 
should give my best to that task. We should never trifle with the work 
of the Lord. If every member does his best, the church will be ed:i1"led 
and strengthened in every service. And all the lIIembers should be given 
something to do. Just a few members should not be called upon to do all 
that is to be done. Each one needs spiritual exercise in order to grow 
and to be happy in the Lord. Each member needs to in some way and at 
regular times participate in the work of the church. Even a poor widow 
can do something. Mk. l2 :41-4h.) If the elders would have all the 
members get to heaven, they must be ever alert to find more and more 
work for more and more of the members. People perform at their best 
under given responsibility. Charge some one with the responsibility of 
looking atter the song books, another to see to it that the water is al
ways ready for a baptismal service. Another is to see that strangers 
register. Another is to lead a group whose duty it is to greet strangers, 
etc. 



There are literally hundreds ot things to be done, more work than 
workers, it we would but open our eyes and look on the field ot 
service. The church is to be a place ot fellowship and there must 
be "joint participation" in the work and responsibilities ot the church. 



CHRISTIAN F.BI..LatiSHlP 

Lecture Bo. :3 

au lichol.8 

CIJ:oeet.ings to aU ot ;rou tb1s .,rniDg. Yoar presence is duly" 
appt'ec1ated by aU ot us. We trust tbat :you are b8pp1' that you are 
here and that ;rour tel1awah1p and joint participation in the services 
or the dq mq be an iD8p1ra.tlon and a jo;y divine. The tirst time 
we rind the word "tel.lovship" in oar lew '1'estaillent is in Acts 2. 
Peter bad just preached the tirst Oospel sermon. Three thousand 
had just repented and bMn baptised tor the remission at sins and 
bad been added to the church at the Lord. (Acts 2:36-l,J.) 'lbe next. 
verse sa,ys, "And the,y oontinued steadtast17 in the apostles' doc
trine and tellO'll8h1p, and in breaking or bread, and in prqers.· 
(Acts 2,42.) This 1u.f'ant church, the mother chnch in one sense 
or the word, not 0lllT started right but it "continued" in the right 
coarse. It not 0Dl.3 IIContinued" but it "continued ateadtaat.lT'. 
A little boY' in a Bible elas. said he did not knoll what is meant 
by "steadtast.J.rt unless it JReans IIstuoktast". We need churches 
all over the land which will not oDJ:r begin, but "continue", even 
"continue steadfast17" in the Lord's 'WOrk. Each church should be 
"stucktastn to such a program. 

I. AS CHRISTIANS WE SHOULD HAVE FEI.J:..(lojSHIP IN THE BENEVOLENT WORK 
OF THE CHURCH. 

lIJ" reading the conteJtt of Acts 2 =42 we learo that. the IIIeIIlbers 
ot tile Jerwllalelll church bad tellowship and Joint participation in 
the wark at benevolence. It s83'S, "All that believed ",ere together, 
and had all things oom:nonJ and sold their possessions and goods, and 
parted them. to all I18n, as every I119.n bad need." While this dS be
nevolent work, it was also a form ot eva.ngelism. It is not possible 
to OOllPlet~ separate the benevolent. wark of the churoh f'roIIl the 
WOl"k ot evangeUma done by the church. Those seeing our good works 
or beDevolence in sbaring with the poor will be 80 taught bY' oar 
exaIIIple as to Itglorit)'11 our Father in heaven. (Matt. S 114-16.) A. 
good eltallple or a godJ.;y lite may result in converting 5O!lI8one who 
bad not responded to teaching i.)nJ.;y'. (lPet. ):1-4.) Paul said he 
taught a spiritual lesson by his example or laboring with his 0Il1l 
hands to support b:1.mselt and those v.ith h:lIa. (..t.cts 20:35.) The 
lliracles or JesllS in helping the poor and needy, or his benevolent 
wark, vas intended to result in IIIaking believers-in evangelism. 
(In. 20;30-3; Matt. 15,31-37). We may say, then, that benevolence 
i8 a _ana at evangel.ization. 'tb1s being true, (and Who would den,y 
it?) it tollow that a oburoh cannot entireJ;y separate its benevo
lent work f'roIIl its evqlizat1on. Let us get the setting ot' Acta 2. 



People were in Jeruaalem trom all over the world. (Acts 2 :5-6.) 
Tbey had come to observe the feasts of the Passover and Pentecost. 
The t1ae bad. past far IDI1ltipl1ed thouaands to return unto their 
own countries and their own homes. HaVing become Christians and 
JIIeI1lbers of the newl;y' established church, they' could Qot each go his 
way atter Pentecost and take a copy or the Nell Te8tuent vlth him. 
Hot a tine of that Book was written for man,)" years afterward. There
fore, there was a great and urgem need for the masses of the new 
members of the church to remaiD far some time at Jerusalem as as to 
be thoroughq indoctrinated with the principles of Cbr1stianity be
fore ret.urning to their original. countries and hOJRes. They had COile 

·out ot ""'rr nation under heaven". (Acts 2:5.) Their i'unds were 
soon exhausted and the meeting needed to continue. They were con
tinuing da~ in the temple under the ap08tles l 1II8t.r,uction. (Acts 
2:42,46.) IIThey continued steadtast:Q' in the apostles doct.r1.ne,1I 
or teaching. Great grace was upon them. IIAnd the multitude of 
them that believed were of one heart and of ona soult neither 
said aqy ot them that ought of the things which he possessed was 
his <lin; but they had all things conmon ••• Neither was there 8l6' 
among them that lacked: tor as IIIllV' of them as were possessor.a 
of, lands or houses sold 'i;hem, and brought the pdoea ot the things 
that were sold, and laid them down at the apostles' feet: and 
dist.ribution was made unto trtery man according as he had need." 
(Acts 4:32-35.) This was Christian fellOllllbip. This 1188 benevo
lence as a means of evangelization. The Jerusalem church was teed~ 
ing these Christians from other counties in ordsr that the.1 might 
sta;r with thell longer and stud;y under the apostles so as to be pre
pared to go back to their homes aod countries and teach the new 
doctrine to their people. The church was feeding the bodies of 
the people that they III1gbt teed their souls. 

II. FELI.C1tISRIP WORKED EVEN WHEN THE CHURCH WAS IN TROUBLE. 

It was DOt long until a whispering campaign 1188 started to the 
effect that the "Grecian lIidows ll were being neglected in the "ciai:q 
Ddnistratio08" of the church. (Acts 6:1-7.) The apostles called 
the multitude or the diSCiples and explained tb!I.t it was not reasOQ
able for the apostles to leave their main business of teaching the 
wcn-d of God and "serve tables·1 or be food distributors. They wanted 
to give themselves cont1nuaJ.:q to prayer and the preaching of the 
truth. They proposed that ·seven men" be chosen to look atter "this 
buainess" • The sa,y1ng pleased the whole church, and they selected 
seven men to be "Over" the benevolent work which needed better super
vision than the apostles had had time to give unto it. Peace and 
harmoiV' prevailed, and the church remained in unit.;y and in perfect 
fellowship one with another • 

.Anti-cooperation preaohers have sometimes argued that this is 
lID alterable pattern for all benevolent work: of the church. Bu1; it 
was an emsrgenc;y measure, and not revealed 'as an all-t11lll measure to 
be tollowed later for all coniitioos and. to continue down through 
the cent"aries. First of all, it waa a Masure supported by all the 
members selling all their lands and FOpertT and puttirig the lund8 
into a COOll1l00 treanry. (.Acta 2144~J 4132-37.) They did not 
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bave to thue sell their property. In the next chapter Peter said .. 
"Whiles it remained, 118& it not thine own? And after it was sold .. 
was it not in thine own power? Wh.Y hast thou conceived this thing 
in thine heart? Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.1t (Acts 
Sz4). From this quotation we leam that there was not background 
cOIIIIIIlnd tor t.helll to sell their property. 'lod bad not directl,r 
authorized them to do what theT did. It was voluntary liberalitT 
on their part. Peter said while it remained it belonged unto .lDanias .. 
and even after it was sold it vas within his own power. He did not. 
have to sell it nor to give what it brought. Therefore, he had no 
exede for his sin ot l,ring and keeping back part of the price. So 
ve do not have to sell our property and give it unto the poor. How
ever. we lII&.T voluntaril,r give away every cent we possess as the poor 
widow did. (MIc. 12c41-44). 'While this is an approved example here 
in Acts, it 18 not a binding example. There are PI8.~ approved 
examples in the New Testament which are not bound upon us. We ma;y. 
or ..,. not, see tit to tollow SOlllS approved examples. An example 
is binding when there 18 a stated or necessaril,r inferred baok
ground oo!llllllnd. tor their doing what they did. There is no such 
cOlRPl8.nd behind the e:mmple of selling our property and giving 8111!r::J' 
the proceeds thereof. Hence this part of the benevolent. program 
tollowed in the Jerusalem church is not binding upon us todl!r::J'. 

In the next place, if this had been an unalterable pattern 
we would have to have "seven men" to be "overo that sort ot a 
program. OUr benevolent. work would have to be under the oversight 
ot "seven men" rather than under the elders. In Judea the "elders" 
vere over the benevolent work of the church. (Acts 11 :29-30.) It 
these are two unchangeable patterns, they are cont.radictory the one 
to tbe ot.her. In tho first case the work is under the oversight of 
"seven men" (Acts 6:1-7.) In the second case the work: is under the 
oversigbt of tha "elders" to whOlll the funds were sent. (Acts 11 :29-30.) 
We do not read of trrI:f t'unds being sent unto "deacons" in case the 
"seven _nit 'lIIl.1 be called such. Farthermore, in neither case are 
we inf,')1'IIII!Id as to how the funds were distribllted unto those in need. 
the interence is that it was simpl,r given out unto those in need to 
be applied in their homes. 

Some have supposed that Acts 6 is an unchangeable pattern and 
that therefore the church is obligated only to widows. (Acts 6:1-7.) 
But the Jerusalem church dispensed their t'unds -unto every IIIIlll as he 
had need". (Acts In34-31.) In Acts 11%29 we leam that the church 
at Ant.ioch sent reliet unto lithe brethren". In Rom. lS %26 we learn 
that a later contribution was "tor the poor saints". It is true that 
Paul _ntions a widow who is to be above sixt7 and a mother of child
ren, etc. to be taan ·into the number". (1 Tim. S 19-10. ) But this 
ie not a case ot oharity, but evidentl,r a case in whioh the widow 
was to be employed by the church tor the rest of her life. In the 
context the apostle urged them to refuse younger widOillil since t.he,y 
lIOtIld cast ott their first pledge, vow or prolllise not to 'tIIllrT'Y, etc. 
Howaver, the relatives are to care for their own kin when it is 
possible, "that the church be not charged, that it ~ relieve them 
that are widows indeed." (lTiI11. S :16.) There was nothing said in 
Acte 6 about the age of a widow to be an object of benevolence. All, 
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botb men and women in that case, were being supported by the church 
that they might be taught and indoctrinated by the inspired apostles 
berore returning to their homes in other countries. Remember this was 
benevolence used as a means of teaching, or as a means of evangelism. 
But it was an expressi~n of Christian fellowship, a thing which stood 
out most prominently in the New Testament church. Fellowship meant 80 
IIUch in the Jerusalem church that its members would sell their possess
ions of goods and place the fUnds in a coma~n treasury berore they 
would permit the vork of the Lord to be in any' way retarded. And, re
member, they did this voluntarily. Their love for eacb other and for 
the church took care of the situati)n. 

Christians vere found to be generous and liberal. EYen the 
poorest of congregations were sometimes ready to major in benevolent 
work, even in foreign relief. "Moreover, brethren, ve do you to wit 
of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; H~w that it 
in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their 
deep poverty abounded into the riches of their liberality. For to 
their power, I bear recor1, yea, and beyond their po~er they were will
ing of themselves; Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive 
the gift, and take upJn us the fellowship of the ministering to the 
saints." (2 Cor. 8:1-4). You will note that these churches gave 
liberally out of "deep poverty" while the contribution vas going to 
"the poor among the saintstl at Jerusalem. (R:mI. 15 :26 RV) This refutes 
the modern theory that onlY chur~hes having an abundance are to give to 
those who have nothing. One reason for the contribution bere mentioned 
was to further cement the Jevish-Gentile relationship. The Jews had 
sent the gospel, a spiritual blessing, until the Gentiles, and now the 
opportunity is presented for the Gentiles t:J share their carnal things 
with their Jewish brethren so as to further break down ~ of the old 
prejudices of the Jews against Gentiles. These Jews were not starving 
to death. Paul requested the Roman brethren to pray that they would 
receive a contribution from the Macedonian churches, a thing which 
would not have been necessary had they been starving to death. (Romans 
15:22-32). 

Some brethren have taught that a church, or churches, can only 
contribute to, or aid another church when the receiving church is des
titute and in need of benevolence. We have just seen that this theory 
is not in h~ with Bible facts. Furthermore, Paul received wages 
from a plurality of churches that he might do the Corinthian church 
service. (IICor. 11:8). But the Corinthian church was a wealty chur.qh. 
It seems that false apostles at Corinth had made it inexpedient for· : 
Paul to receive wages of the Corinthians lest the charge that he was' 
preaching for money m;Lght be made to his hurt. (II Cor. 11:6-1.5).,' 
So again we see that when there is a reason for d~ing so, a contribution 
may be made frOll\ normal churches even to the support of a work in a . 
wealthy church. Some have "ade an effort to condemn our cooperative 
work where churches send to Highland churcb in Abeline , Texas, to aid 
that church in putting on a national network radio and television pro
gram in whir:h the gospel is preached unto millions of people each year. 
They snearingl,. say that the Abeline church is not hungry. the facts 
are that Christians may mutually aid and assist each other, and that 
churches of the Lord may likewise do so when they think it expedient. 
God has given us no exclusive binding pattern in the matter. 



It is sometimes argued that there is a binding pattern in the case 
of the Antioch church sending relief unto the elders in Judea for the 
brethren there. But if this were a binding example then ~~ would 
have to be sent, and in no case could we send a truck load of food, 
clothes, medicines, etc. Also we 'WOuld have to send it by the "hands" 
of two men, like Barnabas and Sa'l1. (Acts 1112j-JQ) If it ~ere a binding 
example we could not write a check upon a bank, which is a hwnan insti
tution, to be cashed by another bank which would be another human insti
tution. We could not send a "check"~ as the Antioch church did not send 
a check. Also we could not use the United States Post Office, another 
human institution. If it is an unchanGeable pattern, ~y do those breth
ren claiming such not follow it instead of changing it as they do? We 
do not have to follow all the details of an example, even an approved 
example, unless there ie eVidence that such details were authorized in 
some background command. 

For example, the appointment of elders was with fasting and prayer. 
(Acts 14123) This is an approved example, but who would say that it is 
a binding one? Perhaps we usually have prayer in connection with the 
appointment of elders but what about fasting? Do we follow this detail 
in the example? First of all, did they fast as a result of any command 
from God, or did they do it as a matter of expediency? Did they do it 
becauee they had to do it? Or did they do it because they thoug~ it 
wise and prudent? Furthermore, they had praying, fasting, and liying on 
of hands in the case of sending out evangelists from Antioch. (Acts 13: 
1-4) Thie is approved, but is it binding? The t:unuch made the confessial 
at the water. (Acts 8:35-3}) This is an approved example. Must we 
begin to have candidates for baptiznl make the confession at the water 
instead of back at the meetinghouse? 

Some brethren have argued that funds in evani-elisrn must be sent unto 
the preacher, and not unto a church which may have employed a preacher. 
It is true that funds were sent unto Paul, (Phil. 1:5; 4:14-18) but how 
do such extreme brethren know that this was not ,a mere inoidental and 
detail similar to the fact that this contribution was sent b,y a man. 
(Phil. 4118) Again, if this were an unchangeable pattern then we could 
not send a check nor use the U.S. mail, since they did not do so then. 
If we do not ha',e to send wbat they sent, nor in the way they sent it, 
how do they know we must send it to whom they sent it? The facts are 
tbat we not on~ have examples of a ohurch sending money unto a preache~ 
but we haOle an example of a church sending money unto the elders of a 
church. (Acts 11:29-30, 1 Cor. 16:1-3) We also have a case in which 
the money sent by churches in evangelism was to do another church ser~i~ 
~ Cor. 11:8) Also this money may have been sent to the church for the 
preacher, rather than direct~ to the preacher. The language would be 
subject to either interpretation. We have a case in which relief sent 
"unto the brethren" was sent unto the '!elders" for the brethren. (Acts 
11:29-)0) The elders are not only over their benevolent work but they 
are also in authority over their evan~elism. (Acts 20:28-32) The church 
at Jerusalem aided the church in Antioch in evangelism by sending them a 
.an to exbo~ them and preach to them and for them. (Acts 11:22-26) 
Later the Jerusalem church sent a company of teachers to Antioch to aid 
them in evan€,elism. (Acts 15:22-32) So there are not two separate pat
terns for having fellowship in benevolence and in evan~el1sm. 



CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 

r..cture No. 4 

Gus Nichols 

I va.nt to thank you for the interest JOI1 bave lI&Ili.tested in these 
simple lessons on Christian Fellowship. I trust that aU of you vill 
strive to have as mch fellowstq.p as possible with those who are 
striving to promote Christian Education in such schools as Freed-Hardeman 
College. r..t us as parents send our cbildred to such schools, rather 
than to schools wbere their faith mq be weakened, if not altogether 
wreaked. r..t us contribute of our time and mone7 that these sohools 
111&7 oontime and be able to do even a greater work. Let us instill. in 
the minds ot oUr children from their 70uth up that the7 are to attend 
a Christian sc~l, if the Lord wills, rather than a state univers1t7, 
or oollege. Oar children are entitled to tbe best in education. We 
are not looking for what is cheapest tor the, but ve want them to bave 
the best in education, the best husbands and wives, and the best 
envirol'llDant that is h~ possible tor us to furnish thea. 

This morning I want to stud;y with you again the subject of Christian 
Fellowship. Tbere are things which destro)r tell.oll'lhip. At. this tiM 
I woald like to discuss two extroe positions which are sure to destro)r 
peace and fellOWShip in the brothsrhood if forced upon us. ODe of th_ 
is LIBERALISM, which means tbat .. III8l take liberties with the word. of 
God to change the cOllllll&nds ot God and the spec1tic law ot the Lord as ve 
mq see tit, guided b7 human wisdom. Liberal18111 treats the specific 
commands ot God as thcmgh the7 vere generic in nature. It treats matters 
of faith as though ths7 were mare utters ot opinion. Tb1.s III8&D8 that 
there are those 11110 thus change the word ot God. The7 add to the word 
of God, take from it, and substitute theretore as the,- may' see tit. 
Such attitude toward tbe word ot Ood is contrarr to the plain teaching 
of the Bible, and bas been torbidden in both Ol.d and Hew Testaments 
aliks. It ve are to preserve unit7 and fellowship on the basis ot 
divine truth ve I1II1st properq respect the authorit7 of the word of 
God. There IIIIlst be no additions to the word of God and no subtractions 
therefrom. Deut. 4:2; 12:32. We III1St not go be70nd the word ot God 
to do less or more. (Hum. 22:18). We III\lst abide in the doctrine ot 
Christ. (2 John 9) We must earnest17 contend f'Or the taith delivered 
by' the inspired apostles. (Jude 3) To add to the word. or subtract 
from it, and thus alter it in an,y wq is to be lost eternall.;r tor ~ 
doing. (Rev. 22:18-19) Liberalism looses what God bas boUDd in heaven. 
(Matt. 16:19) The cOllUll&ndments ot men mean vain religion. (Matt.l.S:9) 
Christ IIIIlSt be obeyad and his COIIDandments respected. (Heb. S:8-9; 
Matt. 26:20) His doctrine must be taught, and no other. (2 John 9; 
1 Tim. 1:3) Those who teach and practice eontr81'7 to the doctrine ot 
Christ and his apostles are to be marked and avoided, tor thq cause 
divisions and olfences. (Rom. 16:17-18) Fellowship is to be bad by' 
all of' us wal.lc1ng 1:4 the light of' divine truth. (1 John 1:7). 

J.dsIIl and Eve violated a specific law of God. aDd vere cast out of 
the Garden ot Eden for so doing. (Gan. 2:11; )sl-19) Cain violated 
a spec1f1c requirela&nt ot God. when be substituted an otfer1ng of the 



fruit of the ground for the an1Jnal. sacrifice authorized. (Heb. 11:4; 
Gen. 4:1-7) Nadab and Abihu used strange tire not authorized in their 
worship and were killed for thier sin. (Levit. 10:1-3; Nwn. 16:46) 
Uzziah was also killed of God for touching the ark of the covenant, a 
thing not lawful for him to do. (2 Sam. 6:1; 1 Chron. 15) King Saul 
lost his kingdom for leaving off some things which God required of him. 
(1 Sam. 15) Denominational people are liberalists. They bave added 
their human creeds and denominations founded by men unto the word at 
God. The7 deliberately go beyond the word of God, change the doctrine 
and do very IIII1ch as they please in matters of religion. Our "Christian 
Church" brethren are liberalists. God said for us to "sing" and they 
added "plqing". (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16) If Noah had been a Liberalist 
he would have added pine or some other kind of wood to the "Gopher" 
wood commanded at God in buildiDg the Ark. (Gen. 6:12-16) But the 
Bible says, "Thus did Noah according to all that God commanded him, 
so did he." (Oen. 6:22) He thus built the ark by faith which comes 
by hearing the word of God. (Heb. 11:7) Instrumental IIII1sic in 
Christian worship is in no ~ authorized by the word of God. The 
colllJllaDd to "sing" excludes IIp~gll just as the command to build 
the ark of "Gopher wood" excluded p1lle, oak and other kinds of wood 
from the ark. When God commands us to do a thing, we must do that very 
thing, not something else, or do nothing. And when God teUs us hOil to 
do the thing authorized we must not only do what he said do, but do it 
in tbe very r.q or manner COllll\anded. Liberalism trifles with such 
matters in a thousand ways, and thus sows discord among brethren, des
tra,ring the fellowship which otherwise could be enja,red. 

But another thing which is just as dangerour as Liberalism, and 
which destroys fellowship, iB Anti-iBm, which is a form of Legalisrn. 
Anti-ism treats the generic commands of God as if they were specific. 
It treats matters of opinion as if they were matters of faith. They 
are guilty of changing the word of God on IIIIIl'lY points. They take items 
of generic authority and legislate them into specific law. They make 
law of matters of expediency, and thus cause divisions contrary to the 
law of the Lord, and are to be marked and avoided the same as Liberalists. 
(Rom. 16:17-18) That is, if and when they press their man-made laws to 
the disruption of the fellowship of Christians. To illustrate what we 
mean, when God specifica~ required Noah to build the ark of "Gopher 
wood" this excluded Liberalists frOID adding some Other kind of wood to 
the "Gopher wood" commanded. But when God simply said for Noah to build 
"rooms" in the ark, without prescribing the number and size of the rooms, 
this was a generic command. (Gen. 6:14-16) If Noah's sons had been 
Antis, they would have likely legislated for God at this point, and 
prescribed the exact number and size ot the rooms to be built in the ark. 
Thus they would have been guilty of adding to the word of God a regulation 
which God did not make. Such would be also going beyond what God says, 
and would be the commandments of men, and vain religion. (Matt. 15:9) 
Anti-ism binds where God loosed. (Matt. 16:19) God bound the IIGopher 
woodn but he did not bind the certain munber and size of the rooms. He 
left this item "loosed", and no man could bind at that point and not 
sin in doing so. It is just as sinful to malee laws for God as it is 
to break the lavs which God has made. Liberalists often break the laws 
of God, while Anti-i8111 makes laws for God. Such attitudes has al~ 
destroyed the peace and fellowship or God I B people. We must walk in 
the light of truth to have fellowship which is on a scriptural basis. 
(1 John 1:7) LiberaliSM is not the truth, neither is anti-ism. 
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Liberalism sanctions marriage for almost anyone wanting to marry, 
regardless of how many companions he may alreaqy have, and divorced for 
any one of many reasons. But the truth is different. (Matthew 5:31-32; 
19:9) However, anti-ism steps in and forbids marriage entirely, as far 
as Christians are concerned. (1 Tim. 4:1-3) God left man free to marry 
or not marry. It is a matter of expediency, and not a matter of law. 
God has neither commanded man to marry, nor forbidden him to marry. 
When man forbids marriage, he is making a law where God made none; he is 
legislating for God. The same principle is true of eating meats. 
(1 Tim. J~:1-3) A.nd loIhen Christ cOl1!lllanded his disciples to "Go" and 
teach all nations, they had to obey him and "Go." (Matt. 28:19) But he 
did not tell them how to do the going commanded. They could "Go" by 
walking, riding, etc. For anyone to make a law limiting the going to 
walking would be to make a law for God; it would be altering Jed's law. 
It would be sinful .for some brother to become an "iUlti-riding" preacher. 
The same is true of the command to "Teach." (Matt. 28:19-20) The Lord 
did not say how to do the teaching. He left them free to use their 
judgment in the matter, as he did in ·~he matter of travel. The Lord 
left them free to use literature, teach in classes, etc. and any one 
becoming an "anti-literature" and "anti-class" preacher would be guilty 
of legislating for God and guilty of all the division and discord which 
he might cause by riding his hobby and trying to force it upon the 
church. (Rom. 16:17-18) ' .. :e could go on and on with such illustrations 
of the principle. IoJhen the Lord said "baptize", he did not tell them 
where to do the baptizing. He used a generic word, as to place, and 
left them free to choose their own place of baptizing. Again, the anti
baptistery man is making a law for God and is sinning in so doing. God 
commands us to assemble for worship, but does not tell us to use aqy 
certain sort of place, or any particular kind of meeting house. (Heb. 
10:25; 1 Cor. 14:23) He left us free in that matter to choose what is 
expedient under the circumstances. When a preacher takes the position 
that the church cannot buy a lot and build a meeting house in which to 
worship and serve God, he is making a law where God made none, and it is 
a sin for him to make such a law and try to bind where God loosed. 
(Matt. 16:19) Since the early churches were free thus under generic law, 
we do not have to meet in the S:il1le sort of places they did, for we, 
being under the same generic law they were, are as free as they were to 
choose the type of meeting place for our worship. VJhen the early church 
was carrying out some specific cormnarui of God, we imitate them and do as 
they did for the reason that we are under the same SP~CIFIC law of Christ. 
But when they were operating under some Gl!:i'l3RIC law, which gave them a 
choice between different ways of doing something, we are as free as they 
were and do not have to imitate them in that type of matters. TIle Lord 
has authorized his church to care for the neeQy, but he has not legis
lated as to whether this be done in ? private home, or a legal home. 
God has not said whether the home be incorporated or unincorporated, 
licensc3d or unlicensed, chartered or unchartered. He simply gave the 
generic command to "relieve" them, and left the church as free in the 
matter as the individual member of the same verse. (1 Tim. 5:16) The 
church in making a contribution is giving the "relief" and the home in 
receiving and applying the church contribution is receiving the "relief". 
~od did not bind any certain exclusive way or method of goine about the 
matter of caring for the neeQy. 'fhe church does the giving, and the 
poor do the receiving. The church is the institution giving the relief, 
~i1ile the home is the institution receivinp, the relief, just·as whE!n the 



individual member is relieving his kin. (1 Tim. 5:16) The church is not 
a home, and a home is not the church. The elders are called "Edlers of 
the church" and not elders of the home. (Acts 20:17) Some man is over 
the home, and he need not be an elder. (1 Tim. ):4-5; Gen. 18:19) Elders 
are over nothing but the church. (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-) The church 
does not h~ve to take over and run and operate the home before it can 
contribute to it in time of need. The church does not have to take over 
the private home and run it before it can give to it, neither does the 
church have to take over and run another church before it can give to it. 
(Acts 11:29-30; 1 Cor. 16:1-) The same is true of a legal home. (Gal. 
4:1-2) Remember it is not wrong for a home to care for the nee~. (1 Cor. 
16:15) However, the law of the land must be obeyed in all matters, 
unless they contradict Godls higher law. (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-15) 
Anti-ism makes laws for God in the realm of benevolence, forbidding that 
it be done in certain ways which are in harmony with generic law con
cerning the matter. Anti~ism here regulates what God did not, and makes 
laws for God. This is to go beyond what is written; it is to add the 
commandments of men am to try to regula. te lihat God left us free to do 
in the most expedient way possible, so long as no scripture prinCiple 
is violated. (1 Cor. 14:40) When anti-ism says the church is the only 
institution which clan be scripturally involved in caring for the needy 
it is making a human law for Godls people, for God did not thus exclude 
the home, and the home is an institution lihich is not the church. That 
is true of the private home, m;y home or yours to which the church might 
contribute in time of need. It is true that the church is sufficient 
to do its work, but the same is true also of the hame--it is also 
scriptural and sufficient to do its work of being a home and may scrip
turally receive and ap;:>ly the relief given by the church. It is as un
scriptural to try to make a church out of a home as it is to try to make 
a home out of the church. Hames and churches are two separate institu
tions, and the home is four thousand years older than the church. The 
church is spiritual and hane is physical, and there is no clash between 
the two any more than there is between the spiritual kingdom of Christ 
and the material and physical kingdom of Caesar. (John 18:)6) 

Anti-ism also destroys fellowship be legislating in matters of 
preaching the gospel. They try to force upon us the doctrine that one 
church canlt aid another church in preaching the gospel, that one church 
cannot send to another church to aid it in evangelism. But even New 
Testament churches did this very thing. (Acts 11:22-26; 15:22-32; 
2 Cor. 11:8; Col. 4:16) So, LIBERALISM and ANTI-ISM are two extremes 
to be avoided among us. They sow discord which God hates. (Prov. 6:19) 
We should not give ovsr to those who thus legislate for God and try to 
bind their human laws upon us, no, not for an hour. (Gal. 2:1-5) '!his 
is to be done that the truth of the gospel aay continue with us. Let 
us seek Christian fellowship on the basis of truth and not be following 
the extremes of LIBERALISM and ANTI- ISM. 
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TEN comUrnMENTS FOR A PREACHER 

c. E. HcOaughey 

INTRODUCTION I 

I. Preachers should be interested in being just as usef'ul. as poss
ible in the Lord's work. 

A. The work is so important that lI8 must do it wll. 

1. The results can be very grat:ltyi.ng and far reaching. 
2. The consequences of not doing it well are tragic. 

B. Every conscientiOWl preacher wanta to improve his usetulness. 

1. God grant t,ba:t. Done of WI are satisfied with our 
accomplisbalents or our effectiveness. 
a. I am sure that ill of us ltmg for greater usefulness 

for God. 
b. On the other haIld it is'l.1.kely that all ot us haw 

regrets of blunder, mistalces, and ineffectiveness. 

C. It is possible tor us to impl'O'f8. 

1. The:young preachers hope tor tb1s. 
2. The older preachers should share that same DOble ambition. 

D. In our first lesson lie shall call attention to ten coBllSlld
menta for preachers. 

DISCUSSION : 

1. By' DO means does this exhaust tbe list. 
2. Yet these are 80 important that tbe7 deserve our most 

serious ccms1deration. 

I. Thou shalt be a II8.D of God. 

A. The preacher DDlSt realq know God. 

1. He should be able to sq with Patll.. -I know whOil I have 
believed, and. I am persuaded that be is able to gu.ud 
that wbioh I have cOlllllitted lUlto bill against that _.n 
2 T:lm. 1:2 

2. His acquaiDtaDce with God lIIlat be lIIore thaD to be mereq 
on speaking tams with B1a. Like Enoch of old, he I88t 
wallc with 81m. Oen. $.2 
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B. !be preacher DDlSt be a partaker of God's nature. 

1.. Be should strive to be able 1;0 sEq with Paul~ 1IF0r me to 
live is Christ- (Phil. 1:2l.) I and nChrist liveth in me. n 
(Gal. 2:20) 

2. The resul.ts of his Icnowledge of God and his association 
with H1lII should enable him to be a partaker of the <tlvine 
nature. 2 Pet. 1:4 
a. The more 1M are seen with God tbe more God w:!.1l be 

seen in us. 
b. Nearness to God brings likeness to God. 
c. We are transformed by beholding. 2 Cor. 3:18 

3. God must not mere:Q' be One preached about but a Being 
whose mercy and goodness have been experienced. 
a. nJesus~ Jesus~ how I trust Him~ 

How I've proved Him o'er and o'er~ 
Jef1lls~ Jesus~ precious Jef1llsJ 
o for grace to trust Him more." 

C. Real Christian character IIDlSt be found in the preacher. It 
is :in:l1.spensible to success. 

1.. Some of the greatest authorities in the field of preach
ing bave made this observation. 
a. nThere was no subject mentioned more of'ten in the 

IiYman Beecher Lectures than that of the preacher's 
character. Twenty-nine different lectures mentioned 
its 1mportance l thus giving it a place of primacy in 
the list of qualifications for effective preaching. 
Both by spec11'ic statement and by continuous repeti
tioD1 the preacher's character was made the founda
tion upon which all else rises or falls. III 

II. Thou shalt guard thine infiuence. Even men of excellent character 
must be careful of their example and inf'luence. 

A. Paul admonished Timothy to be an example. 

1. "But be thou an ensample to them that believe in work l 

in IllElIlDer of ure~ in love~ in faith~ in purity." 1 Tim. 4:1 
a. The power of the right example is orten ment:!.oned in 

the Scriptures. Matt. 5:16; Phil. 1:27; Eph. 4:1; 
I Pet. 2:ll 

b. The congregation DRlst see in the preacher a practicing 
of that which he preaches ~ if' his work is to be 
successtal. 
(1) "You cannot give what you have not got. You can

DOt create consecration unless you have the 
consecration. You cannot cause men to do their 
best unl.esB you live at your best. Learrrlng will 
not do it. Eloquence will. not do it. Even 
brilliant deeds will not do it. Life giving is 
in the bandB of life possessors. We bave seen 

lBatsell Barrett Baxter ~ The Heart of the Yale Lectures ~ (Maxmillian 
1947)~ pp. 3D-3J,.. - -- - - -- I 
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such men. We lmow such men, in large groups and 
small ones. They bring vitality, they create it. 
Tha,r bring the inspiration of perfect devotion, 
glad and rapturous. They create it because they 
have it. n2 

B. Every preacher must be exceptionaJ..:b' careful to guard his 
influence, in refraining from activities approved of b,y the 
world and some church members but recognized by IOOre discern
ing people as unbecoming for a Christian, espec1.aJ.ly a 
preacher. Eph. S:3 

1. He mst not tell border line jokes of questionable speech 
or suggestive thinkine. 
a. No doubt you have heard people of good reputation tell 

stories that were "shady" and you never could quite 
have the respect for them that you had before. 

2. While smoking is wide spread among Christians, no preacher 
should engage in it for it hurts his influence with so 
maI\Y people. 
a. Ma!v' mothers teach their children not to SDlOke but 

preachers who smoke make it difficult tor this teach
ing by parents to be as effective as it should be. 

b. ~ denominational people have such high standards 
that they frown upon this habit and for one of our 
preachers to be seen engagiDg in it would handicap 
bill in trying to teach thell the way of the Lord more 
perfectly. 

3. F.e must be careful concerning his recreation and other 
activities, and evon be willing to abstain from some 
tb1ngs in which he sees no harm tor fear of having the 
wrong int'luence. Rom. J.4:1S 

C. When the membership or the world bas had occasion to see 
preachers careless and guilty of questionable conduct, his 
sermons lose their power with thea. 

1. This bas been well said in the words of Howard Crosby, in 
book i'he Christian Preacher. 
a. nWii'iin the world recognizes its own vices in the pulpit, 

it can receive no heavenl:,y message fram that quarter. 
Evil habits in the m1J:d.ster, even it tha,r do not amount 
to crimes, have the same general effect. Tbey lead 
the believer to distrust and the unbeliever to 
blaspheme. n3 

III~ Thou shalt preach Christ. 

A. PreacbiDg Christ was the aim of the early preachers. Acts asS, 
3,; 1 Cor. 2:2 

2william Fraser McDowell, Good Hinisters 91. ~ ~ (New York: 
The AbiDdon Press~ 1918), p. 2cr.--

3Qrosb,y, Howard, The Christ.ian Preacher. (Rew Yorks Anson D. F •. 
RaZldolt and COIIIpaqr, 1879), p. 48. 



L. 'fbe;y preached Cb.r:lst crucified tor our sins. 
a. Hot just as a great teacher. 
b. Rot just as a historical cbaracter who wielded a 

pat 1Df'l..uence OIl the world. 
c. But Cb.r:lst crucified tor the Sl:De ot men. Acts 4:12; 

Iaa. 53; Gal. 6:11u 1 Cor. 2:2 . 
2. Tbe7 preached Cbrist1a authorit:r. Matt. 28:18 

a. We II18t strive to proclailll and to abide in His teach
iDg. 2 John 9 

3. tis lite vas held 'lip as the lUe to be reproduced in His 
tolloRrs. i Pet. 2:21,; Rom. 5:10 

B. 1'be preacher III18t emphasize Chriat so IllUch that the attentiOll 
ot his l1et.eners vUl be tocused em the Lord iDstead ot b1a 
servant. 

1. It is DOt his to show lIeD his learning or vbat a great 
orator be is, but to gJ.ori1.)' Christ. 1 Cor. 2:1 

2,. It is not his to review the l.atest book, to be a st1llful. 
polltic1aD, or tell the brethren how to 'Vote, be is to 
preach Cbriat. 

If. 'lbou shalt ba-.e a passion tor aouls. 

A. We see our Lord ~ this characteristic. 

L. B1s colliDg vas prompted b:r BiB love tor the 1ost. lAIke 19:10 
2. Bis CODCel"ll tor the souls of men is cODBtantJ.;r seen 

dur:I:Dg BiB lIiD1str,y. 
a. He 8.8BOCiated with sinners even thougb it brought 

sreat criticism. Luke 1$ :1-2 
b. Be torgot His CMl hunger and thirst in His efforts 

to win the lost. Jobn 4 
3. '!'be greatest evidence tor His concern is seen in His 

death tor our aiDs. 
a. Be came to give His lUe a ransom for man,y. Matt. 20:28 

B. Enr,y preacher should seek to be 'IlOrt}q' ot the compliment 
ginn to 'f1motb,y who truJ.;y cared. Pbll. 2 :20 

C. This passion tor the 10st came trom realiziDg: 
1. Tbe va.lDe ot the bllaan soul.. Matt. 16:26 
2. Tbe perU ot the l.ost. Matt. 10:28 

D.' Ifot.b1D8 eue wil.l. take its pl.ace. 

1. Edncatiem, b.om:l.letics and. eloquence are fine, but there 
IIIl8t be a gemWIe coPCern for the lost betore <me can 
reach his greatest poeldbllities as a prea.cber. 

2. '1'be sinner can detect it and be mved b:r it. 

V. '.rbou sbalt be a student. 

i.. :rtre:r:r Cbr1etian 18 to at1Id;r God1s 1IOl'd. 2 Pet. 3:18; Co1. 3:16 



B. Preachers are particu1arl,y cOlIIIIBnded to study. 
1. 1'0 "handle aright" the word of truth makes st\1d;y necea

sarr. 2 Tila. 2: 15 
2. Tilaoth1' was urged lito give beed to reading." 1 Tila. 4:13 

a. One of the things in which he W&s to be diligent. 
1 'l'iIa. 4s 15 

3· He was exhorted to take heed to his teaching. This 
dElllWlds stud,y. 1 Tila. 4rl6 
a. I:iaplies IBUch stud,y and care, espec1aJ.l,y so in the 

light ot Paul's warning that talse teachers were 
going to arise. 1 Tila. 4tl-4 

4. He is COllllll8Dded to speak as the oracles ot God. To do 
this he BlUst know t.he oracles ot God. 1 Pet. lull 

c. In a day when people are becoming better educated, it is 
imperative that a preacher have ! lood education. 

1. He needs good aeadEllll1c tra:1ning, eSp8ciall,y in histo17, 
English, public speaking and III&D.J' other subjects. 

D. He IllUst not neglect his stud,y if his se1'lllOtl8 and teachings 
are real..ly to do good. 

1. To do the teaching and preaching real..ly needed takes 
hours ot preparation. It is a lIIUst if one i8 to be 
successful over a lang period. 

E. The preacher should begin his preparation earl,y and not try 
to prepare a se1'lllOn in a burrr. It takes tiJae tor a lesson 
or SEll'IlOn to lI\8.ture. 

1. Illustrationl A. preacher said "I prepare rq sermon this 
week and wait until nen week to preach them." 

2. A. good way to get ulcers is to wait too late to prepare. 
3. It you would be calm and capable of doing your best, 

be prepared. 

F. I would urge our young preachers to get additional. training 
beyond the B.A.. degree. It is lIIore needful now than it was 
25 years ago. Our audiences are better· educated. 

G. Don't let all your study ot the Bible be the classes you 
teach and the sermons you prepare, have your own prograa 
for yourse.l.f 1Ihich meets your own particular needs. 

VI. Thou shalt Itpreach the word. 1I 

A. This was emphaticall,y colllllUlllded Tlmoth¥. 2 Tila. 411 

1. It is just as important now. 

B. It is the message the world needs. 

1. The message 01: salvation. 
2. That which gives the answer 1;0 all lIIeIl's prob1811S. 



c. There is a tendenc.r in recent years to Use leas scripture and 
make sermons mere lectures or mral 1'alks 1'Uled with stories, 
Ulustrations and current events. 

D. Preachers seelcing to bring men back to New Testament Cbrist
ianit;y must "Preach the word." 

E. Our preaching mat be distinctive, Bible preaching. 

1. Whil.e extreme in bis treatment, there is 1'ood tor thought 
even tor gospel preachers in the 1'ollowing quotation from 
a denominational preacher: "A drastic prescription for 
the organization church's organization minister is offered 
b;y Pastor Floyd Doud Shafer of the Salem Presbyterian 
Church in Salem, Ind., in last week's issue of Christi
anit;y T~: tFling him into his otfice" tear the otfice 
sign from the door and nail on the sign: STUDY. Take 
him off the mailing list, lock him up with his books - get 
him all kinds of books - and his t~rpewriter and his Bible 
••• Force him to be the one man in our surfeited cOlllmUllities 
who knows about God.... Set a time clock on him that will 
imprison him with thoUght and writing about God for 40 
hours a week. Shut his garrulous mouth spouting 'remarks I 
and atop his tongue always tripping lighi:J;y over every
thing non-essential. Bend his knees in the lonesome 
val.l.ey, tire him from the P.T.A. and cancel his country 
club membership ••• Rip out his telephone, burn his ecclesi
astical success sheets, refuse his glad h&nd, put water 
in the gas tank of his cOlllllllllliV buggy (and) compel him 
to be a minister 01' the Word. I" --!!!!.!" AprU 7. 1961 

F. Our preaching must be "in season and out ot season." 2 Tim. 4:2 

VII. Thou shalt be humble. 

A. Christ was humble. 

1. nwho, existing in the f'orm or God, cOWlted not the being 
on equality with God a thing to be grasped, but ell!ptied 
lrl..mBe1t, taking the tOrm ot a servant being made in the 
likeness of men; and being found in fashion as a man, he 
bumbled himself', becoming obedient even unto dea.th, yea, 
the death on the cross. tI Pbil. 2 :6-8 

B. All Christians are to be humble. 

1. "Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus." 
Phil. 2t5 

2. "Yea, all of you gird yourselves witb h~ity~ to serve 
one another: tor God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humbl.e. H 1 Pet. 5:5 

C. John the Baptist was bumble. 

1. "But John would have hindered him, saying, I have need to 
be baptized ot tbee, and COlDest thou to me." Matt. 3:14 



2. "He must increase, but I must decrease." John .3:30 

D. Paull s humility vas outstanding. 

1. "Unto me, wo am less than the least ot all the saints, 
was this grace given, to preach unto the Qentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ." !ph. 3:8 

2. "But by the grace of God I am what I am: •••• ; vet not I, 
but the grace ot God lIbich was within 118." I Cor. 1S:10 

E. A preacher must be careM. 

1. Not to display his education. 
a. By telling ot his schooling and how many degrees he has. 
b. If you really know, let others discover it. One does 

not have to tell how learned he is. 
c. By using big words and high sounding phrases. Our 

IDrd used speech that was simple, illustrated in the 
Sermon on the Mount. 

2. Not to talk about his accomplishments • 
.3. Not. to use tbe pronoun "I- too much. 
4. In his reports. 

a. illustrations of how not to report, taken from one of 
our religious papers; names, places and dates omitted. 
"This will inform. the brotherhood that I intend leaving 
the work here as soon as I can arrange a move to another 
location. In spite ot some pleasant features, the work 
at this place has proved disappointing in general., 
especially atter the pleasant and profitable years which 
we enjoyed in our prior work. Since we bad hoped that 
conditions would so improve as to allow a continuance 
of our work here, I have just now begun to look about 
for another location. Therefore, I invite correspondence 
from wide-awke congreo;ations, expecially in Texas and 
Oklahoma, which are seeking the services of a preacher 
of proven ability and unquestioned character. First 
consideration will be given those congregatiOns w1ch 
have a record of internal hannony; never better evident 
than by the tact that they have not changed preachers 
every year or so. I shall be very ~la.d to bear trom 
such con~regations and promise them prompt attention 
to their letters." --The Firm Foundation ---
"Attention Elders: ~ congregation tbat is lookjng 
for a preacher who is liilling to work in the IDrd I s 
vineyard twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, 
should contact me. I am twenty-seven years old, have 
been preaching for five years, teach music and chorus 
organization, sincerely believe in liOrking with young 
people and with their problems, have had three years 
of radio experience, and not an anti of any sort. ha.ve 
developed cottage meeting classes in which over half 
of our converts have come from this source. I can 
turnisb character references or any other references 
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YOIl deme. There is no trouble in the congregation 
that.·.iB torcing me t.o leave. I desire to leave the 
iJBediate area. It The Firm Foundation. 

11' • Certai.nly no chatacteristic is IIOre becoming to a preacher 
than !!!! humUi t7. 

1. He 1IIWIt. avoid all affected humilit;V and be sincere 
2. Bat gemr1ne Jwmilit;v springs from a gratef'ul heart. to 

God tor ~ ab1l1t.7 possessed and for the help given 
him in its ckmtloplllBllt. 
"By the grace of God I am vha.t. I II1II." 

G. No character1st.ics are arrr IID1'8 obDO'Elous than those ot 
egoti8JII, pride and conceit. 
1. It is distasteful to arrr real Christian and t.he tUn ot 

the world does not appreciate it if he detects them in 
other's. 

VIII. Thou shalt not be earious 

A. "ODe 18 emioWl who di8Contentl.;T desires or covets the good 
forttme or at.tairlnents of others." Webster 

B. Env,y is to be laid aside by' all ChrtatiaDs 
1. IlPutting a~ therefore all v1c;:edness, and all guile, and 

bnJocrisies, and envies, and all evil speaking." 1 Peter 211 

C. Before the apostles underst.ood the nature of the kingdom, the;v ha 
selfish 811bitiOill for prominence and were jealous and emioWl of 
each other. The Lord pointed out t.heir error. Luke 22t24-.30 
1. "att 7fJ shall not. be 80; but. he that. is the greater among 

;VOU, 1st b1m becOile as the ;vouDIer'1 and be that is chief, 
as he that. doth sern." YB 26 

D. Lt our brotber bas superior endOtllll8nts, be is not to be bla.Jlled, 
for it was God who gave b1m bis abilities, the same God who gave 
WI our capab111ties. We shou1d be tba.nk:rlll. that He has thus 
blessed him. 

B. Lt hia SUOCNS is the result. of his inc1ustr;v and applicat.ion we 
lIbou1d fJ8tea b1m for hill eftorts and be tbaDktul. that. God bas 
blessed him. 

p. Lt his ettorts bave enlarged the II::iDgdolll or God, are we not a 
part of it, and have we not been blessed too? Are ve not inter
ested in the Sllllle glorious cause? 

G. .-Ln honor preferring one &ru:It.her." RtJa. 12 110 
1. 'DUs passag. teaches W!I not to see who can obtain the most 

bailor 'but who can oonf'er the 1II08t honor. 
a. Tb18 18 the opposite ot the sp1ri.t ot the world that. can 

8eeIc cmq honor. 

H. "Eachcol:mtiDg otber better t.han hillsel.f; not looking each of ;you 



to bis own things, but each ot yeu also to the things of 
others. Phil. 2:3-4 
1. Obedience to tbis passage wuld contribute tonrd. 

our own bappiness and the joy of others. 
2. This would eliminate the petty jealousies and envies 
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so often found among those who claim to be followers of 
Ghrist. 

30 It would bUll\ble the ambition of those vila like Diotrephes 
love to have pre-eminence. .3 John 9 

I. Signs ot 8DV;Y 

1. "Oh, he is good, but sballo~ and bis work: is not substant.ial..-
2 • "He has a lot more hel.p than I do. 0 

). ".MY field is a lot more ditticult than his." 

IX. Thou shalt be willing to suffer hardship for Christ 
A. Paul charged Timoth;y, ltSu£fer hardsbip with me, as a good 

soldier of Chrlst Jesus." 2 Tim. 2:3 
1. All soldiers should be willing to undergo hardship 

a. As Paul had been willing to suffer and bad suffered, 
so 'l'imoth;y must be willing to bear his share. 

b. As God did not mean for Paul to be burdened aDd 
Timothy to be eased, so he wills tnat we should be 
willing to suffer and do our part. 

c. The missionary and brother in the hard field should 
not be the only ones to suffer, all should have some 
hardships along the way. 

2. The path of hardship contribu:Jles toward making us good soldiers 
a. Every man dressed in a unitonn is not a good soldier but 

how the man acts in the crucial moment is what counts. 
It he will stand for Christ, suffer for Hill and undergo 
hardships for Him then be becomes a good soldier. 

b. The man who would live a life of ease, who is unwilling 
to work hard and unwilling to sacrifice time, money, 
and etfort, cannot be a good soldier • 

.3. Every preacher should constantly remind himself of the 
necessity of making any sacrifice necessary to be a fBi th
fu1 soldier of Christ, Itthat he may please Him who enrolled 
him. as a soldier." 2 Tim. 2:4 
a. After Paul had g1 ven the long list of sufferlngs aDd 

bardships listed in 2 Cor. II :24-27, be still said, 
"Not that I have alread;r obtained, or am already made 
perfect; but I press on ••• 0 Phil. 3:12 
(1) Such language ahould cause me to say, l'What have 

I done for Christ?" 

X. Thou shalt give value received, using yeur time for what it should 
be used 
A. A preacher should be as conscientious, even more so, than any 

other Christian employee in tbe service he renders and the 
tLne he puts in service. 
1. Just because he does not have to punch a clock or have 

some indiVidual keeping account of his hours, should not 
be to hi:m a temptation to be slack in h:i.s study, his 
Viai ts and ef'forts to save others. He has a "Kaster in 
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heaven" who sees and to Him he will ultimately have to 
give an account. Col. 4:1 

2. If he preaches to his brethren, who work forty to sixty 
hours a week, that they slIDuld find time to do some work 
for the Lord, he should not be satisfied to do less him
self. 

3. Every preacher should keep some sort of a record of his 
time to see what he does with it. It will help the 
conscientious man to make a good use of it. 

4. Illustration: Preacher who said that he had two places 
he could go, one where he could fish all week and the 
other where he really had to work. If do not know which 
one he chose. He could have had a hard time deciding. 

S. Let us be very conscientious about our work and the use 
of our time for no secular work can compare with the 
work of a gospel preacher. 

CONCLUSION: 

I. It is hoped that these cOlTllllardnents will be of help to us all in 
improving our work as preachers of the gospel. 

II. M~ they help us in evaluating our activities as servants of the 
Lord. 



TEN MISTAKES OF PREACHERS 

C. E. McGaughey 

INTRODUCTION: 

I. Being a preacher does not exempt one fr~m mistakes. 

II. The same temptations that come t? others c~me to preachers. 

TIl. There are s?me mistakes he must guard a~ainst especially if he 
accomplishes the greatest g~~d. 

DISCUSSION: 

I. Neglecting his family 

A. A preacher sh?uld be an example as a husband and as a father. 

1. If he is to have much influence in teaching men how to be 
Christian husbands, it he is marr1ed, he must, be an exem
plar;y husband. 
a. He must be considerate of his wife and love ber as 

the Bible instructs. 
(1) "as Christ also l<lved the church." !ph. 5:25 
(2) "aa their own bodies." 5:28 
(J) "as himself." 5:33 

b. He IltU.St not get so involved that he has no tiJRe for 
his wife, she must not be neglected. 

c. Without the proper love and attention she cannot be 
the happy, l?ving and helpful wife she should be. 
(1) She has her res~?nsibilities but cannot handle 

them successfully if she feels her husband is 
unfair to her. 

2. He must remelllber that:, God has given to the father defi
nite responsibilities in teaching and training his 
children. Eph. 6:4 
a. He must deV':lte some time to them. 

(l) It is p?ssible for a preacher to get so inter
ested in the many activiti~s of the church and 
in saving others that he neglects his own 
children. 

b. Children detect the lack ,f interest upon a parentIs 
part. 

c. If neglected by either parent they are liable to lose 
their respect for this parent and n~t have the love 
due a father ~r N?ther. 



(1) nlustration: One tather s~d at h1a stu~ 
so .ueh that wheD he went ha.e and corrected 
one ot hl8 little children, the little tellow 
vas heard to sa.,., III villh daddy' would go hOllle." 
He did not knOll his ~ lived in the same 
house vith hill. 

(2) Illustration: A certain preacher, a tine man 
and very ell8rgetic, became so involved in 
helping to uve others that h1a eons became 
very unhappy and were losing their love tor 
their dadd;y because ot neglect. Fortunate17 , 
an older preacher trieDd obserYed this adatake 
and talked to the tather about it balore it vas 
too late. 

d. foo any- preachers turn the rearing ot their children 
over t.o their vives. 

e. Children in such homes where the tather does not 
share this responsibilit.,. vitb his vUe, are liable 
not to be examples to other ;roung people &lIT IIOre 
than their tathere are not examples to the tathers. 
(1) A preacher's children should be examples or 

what he teaches it he is to be ettective as a 
preacher. 

( 2 ) The same thing is true or elders and deacons 
and their children. 

t. Eli's greatest IBistake vae in ta1liDg to rear biJI 
children properl.,.. "'or I have told hilll that I will 
judge his house torever, tor the 1n1qaity Khicb he 
Icnev, because his sons did bring a curee upon them
selves, and he restrained th_ not." I Sam. 3:13 

II. Feeling that he hu arrived. 

A. It 18 possible tor one to teel that he 18 sutticient17 
trained when he receives his degree or degrees. 

1. It such should be the case, it would be tragic, tor he 
needs to know how to use what he bas learned. 

2. In addition to thiS, in college one Jlere17 touches on 
some things he Deeds to study" .ore fUlly. 

3. In college, instead ot learning everything, one should 
learn hOll to study" and IllUSt continue to learn as long 
as he lives. 

B. This teeling or selt-satl8taction l1li,)" no ... COIle until alter 
he bas collected enough seI'lllOns to preach at one place three 
or tour ;years. 

1. foo otten preachers depend too much on senaons the.,. 
worked up or secured trOlll someone elae ;years betore. 
a. Ifa1be .these serm.ons were appropriate then but 

cirCNIUtancell II8.k:e them inappropriate now. 
b. '1'0 rely on th_ without much study, and treat 

material is to stitle growth. 



C. One can feel that he has a good general knowledge and over
look many great spiritual truths it he feels that what be 
knows is adequate. 

1. Illustration: One day a brother was asked if be st.udied 
the 'Bible. He said, "No, I have read it through and 
knOW" what is in it." 

2. The Bible contai!18 such a wealth of material that it can 
never be exhausted by the best student. 

D. Past success, an excellent character, and a good name can be 
very rewarding but must not take the place of growth througb 
continuous study. 

1. To succeed one must till his heart with the word of God. 

III. Too much social life. 

A. It is good to associate with members and non-members. 

1. Christ went to a marriage feast in Cana and into the 
home of Mary, Martha, and Laza.rua. 

2. He defended his visits in the homes of publicans and 
sinners. 

3. It should be remembered that in these visits His pr:imary" 
motive always was to glority God and He succeeded in 
doing so. 

B. We must be exceptionally careful that our visits do not 
become too social and not enough spiritual. 

1. When one sits up night after night merely playing games 
to be SOCiable, it can be devastating to his time and 
usefulness. 
a. There is 80 much that needs to be done in winning 

souls, reclaiming the wayward, teaching, cOU!18el1ng 
and cOlllforting that time must be left for it. 

b. A. preacher needs to be lcnown for something else than 
to be known as a good forty-two or dOlllino player. 

c. A. preacher with a pleasant personality should be 
thankful to God and should use it to a better use 
than to be the life of the parties and spend too 
much time with social. engagelllent.s. 

C. Thus it is wise for a preacher to be so busy that he can 
politely excuse himsel.f from many such engagements or else 
state that his stay must be brief due to previous commit
ments. 

D. There should be enough capable people in the church that a 
preacher should not be expected to see that suffiCient 
attention is given t~ the social activities of the young 
people. 
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1. It is detinitelT the responsibility of the hOllies to see 
that these activities are managed and Christian parents 
by' caretu.l guidance can relieve preachers of that which 
really should not be expected of them in the first plac~ 
a. Certainly any preacher should be glad to cooperate 

and help with such activities but this definitely 
is not his responsibility. 

IV. Being indiscreet with women. 

A. This bas been the downtall of many great characters. 

1. One of the saddest stories is that of David's sin. 
2. One ot the most brilliant lllen I ever knew, nov deceased, 

as a preacher handicapped his influence by' his indis
cretion. 

}. Just one weak moment has ruined a preacher's influence 
torever. 

B. Wb:y extreme. care should be taken. 

1. Some have placed themselves in positions where they are 
sorely tempted. 

2. Some have been the victims of designing women. 

C. Precautions: 

1. Heed Paul's advice as to how women should be treated. 
! Tim. ):2 
a. "The elder women as mothers." 
b. "The younger as sisters in all purity." 

(1) Be sure that y~ur heart is pure. 
2. Do not overestimate your strength to resist temptation. 

a. PraT that you will control your flesh. 
b. Keep yourselves from circumstances where you will be 

tempted. 
3. Don't tlatter women. 

a. It is a sin. 
b. Is not good for them. 
c. Dangerous for you, it may make them think that you 

are interested in them in a personal way. 
h. Be caretu.l how you use your hands. 

a. Shake banda warmly and friendly but do not hold 
their hands. 

b. You can show your sincere spiritual interest in them 
without patting them on the hands or shoulders. 

5. Abstain f'rom calUng them by special endearing names. 
6. You can be friendly enough without embracing them or by 

trying to practice "the holy kiss." 
T. When visiting women, take your wife or someone wit.h you. 
B. When counsel.ing with women be sure that 1 t is under such 

circumstances that you viII not be tempted or crit1cisEKL 
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v. Giving too much attention to certain individuals and groups. 

A. A preacher must feel his responsibility to all. 

1. He should be concerned about the welfare of the entire mem
bership, the rich and poor, the educated and the uneducated. 

B. He must not be a respector of persons and ShOl,1 special considera
tion to some merely because they are people of position and wealth 
and then have little time and consideration for others Who are not 
so influential. James 2 :1-8; I Tim. 5 :18 

C. It is only natural to be drawn to some people more than others 
and have special friends, but to be with them most of the tire 
is not wise. 

1. I have known groups that are together almost every Surd~ 
and made no effort to enlarge the nwnber to include new mem
bers or others who really needed spiritual attention. They 
were interested in e~ch other and formed a little group all 
of their own. 

2. The church is not an organization to be made up of exclusive 
clubs and social groups. 

3. If such exist where a preacher works he must not align him
self With any group but be a servant of the entire church. 

4. To seemingly identify himself with any one group has several 
bad results. 

a. Tends to alienate himself from the church as a whole. 
b. His influence for good over many will be hindered. 
c. Deprives him and others of profitable association. 
d. Handicaps him in appraising those so close to him. 
e. Keeps lrim from being aware of the needs of others. 

D. A preacher must be careful to be considerate of all the elders. 

1. He must not be friendly with just one elder or a few elders 
but cordial toward all of them. 

2. He must not be content to consul t one or a r.w to the neglect 
of the other elders. 

3. He must not play one elder against another or one group of 
elders against another group. 

VI. Being mercenary. 

A. Preachers should be supported adequately. 

B. Generally speaking, the brethren have learned to sup;>ort preachers 
much better. 

C. While preachers should be supported, they must not preach merely 
to make a 11 ving • 

1. If this is his primary concern, he has misplaced the emphasis 
and should enter some field than preaching the gospel. 



2. ItWe IIIlst not prea.ch to live, but live to preach.nl 

D. A larger support should not be the de temining .facto r in one I 13 
choice o.f a .field. 

1. He should ask, ·Where can I do the most good?'1' "Where is 
the greatest need?n and ItWhat is the Lord's w:1.U?1t 

2. The Lord has His own wli\Y o.f taking care o.f His servants when 
they put Him first. Matt. 6:33 

E. Supporting one's self as did faul when he made tents is cOlllll1end
able but when one is adequately supported, for him to get involved 
in business and neglect the work he is supported to do is a 
mstake. 

F. When the support is inadequate and the brethren give their 
preacher permission to supplement his incOllle by SOMe other work, 
such an arrangement is permissible but not the best for the most 
productive librk. 

G. When a challenging field is presented and one .feels that he should 
go, 'to refuse to do so merely because there is no raise in support 
or the preacher's home is not as nice as where he lives, is evi
dence that too much emphasis is being put on the material. 

1. All of us sbould pray that we will be delivered from such 
mistakes. 

VII. Falling to care.fully rUe material and keep records. 

A. Early as a. preacher can, he should set up a eystem of rUing ma
terial that he can use in his preaching and teaching. 

1. He should form the habit of carefully, rUing good illus
trations, good suggestions, worthwhile articles and other 
materials that w:ill enrich the lessons and sermons he intends 
to prepare. 

B. Failing to be systematic in .fUing can be a very dang!'?rous pi t
fall. 

1. Otten one is called upon to prepare on short notice some 
important lesson or sermon. 

a. If he has no fUe on the 9lbject or some kindred theme 
he has the task o.f research without the time to do it. 

b. On the other hand, if he has arranged his material 
through the years, much of his work is done already. 

2. Frequently one faintly remembers a poem, an illustration or 
some good article and be wishes for it but cannot find it. 
Careful rUing can eliminate much of tha.s. 

1aanister, John, Lubbock Christian College Lectures 1960, (Jackson, 
TeMessee.. lfichols Brothers PUblishing Co .1 pg. 100. --



c. He should place his books systematically in his bookcases so be 
can find one when he needs it. 

1. If he doesnlt he will discover v~ry often that the one he 
needs is out of place and time is wasted looking for it. 

D. If he lends his books a careful record should be kept or he will 
lose many of them for good people can be very careless about 
returning them. 

E. He should carefully put away his sermons. 

1. If a sermon was worth preaching the first time there may be 
an occasion to use it again. 

2. It is impossible to remember all the things worked up 
through the years. While we should not allow sermons al
ready prepared to keep us from studying, it is unwise to 
discard them for in the midst of study thoughts will come 
and be recorded that may never come again. 

F. It is good to keep a record ot baptisms. 

1. It gives one the opportunity of reviewing and evaluating 
his work. 

2. Also, he will meet people years later whom he baptized, and 
it would be well to remember. 

G. To have a record of funerals preached can be of much help. 

1. we need to 1'!!lIJ8mber the funeral serlilOn preached and where. 
2. The record of the family and relatives should be kept. Con

tacts at funerals furnish great opportunities in restoring 
the wayward and in leading others to Christ. 

H. An accurate record of all sermons preached and where is important. 

1. To make a mistake and repeat a sermon at the same place can 
be very embarrassing. 

I. It is well to keep a list of the calls one makes and the infor
mation one want!! to remember because more than likely he will 
need it for future refp.rence. 

J. Make a habit of writing down the things you expect to do. 

1. If you rely on your memory you will torget. 
2. It may be a very important appointment or something most ur-I 

gent. 

K. These things do not take too much if done regularly. It really 
saves time in the end and pays big dividends. 

VIII. Becoming involved financially. 

A. A preacher can very easily lose his good influence by failing . 
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to pay his debts. 

1. No church wants a man to preach for it with such a repu
tation. 

a. More and more churches in checking into the background 
of preachers are becoming very careful to inquire about 
their scrupulousness with reference to their obligations. 

b. This they have every right to do. 
c. Occasionally some preacher leaves town with a lot of 

unpaid debts. To save the church further embarrassment 
the church assumes the debt and pays it. 

d. A preacher should be careful when leaving a location that 
every debt is paid or handled in an honorable manner. 

2. Failing to pay one's obligations causes people to lose re
spect for a preacher and often the cause he represents. 

a. In smaller towns and cities, particularly, where such 
things become common knowledge, irreparable damage is 
done to the church. 

b. In many instances good men who follow are looked upon 
with suspicion for years to come. 

c. Even worse, some because of this bad influence, are 
kept out of the kingdom of God. 

B. Becoming involved with debts can hinder preachers in 0 ther ways. 

1. If he is conscientious, the knowledge of his condition can 
be depressing and disturbing to the point that he cannot do 
his best work in study, in the pulpit or personal work. 

2. He will not be as free to preach on certain subjects because 
he feels that it will have little weight due to his pre
dicament. 

3. His family can be embarrassed and not feel free. 
4. He can be driven to divide his time with secular work. 
5. He may be forced by pressure within and without to quit 

preaching. 

c. Some precautions to prevent financial involvement. 

1. Prepare a personal budget. 
2. Give diligence to live within it. 
J. Don't buy things you cannot afford. 
4. Don't abuse the installment plan privilege by overbuying. 
5. Give carefuly attention to the smallest bills. 
6. Pay when bills come due or make some arrangements with the 

creditor, don't wait for a second notice. 

II. Taking on too much responsibility. 

A. In the first church the apostles said, "It is not tit that we 
should forsake the word of God, and serve tables." Acts 6:2 

1. They recognized there was a limit to what they could do. 

B. While preachers in this age must be willing to serve in many 
ways, they must not take on too much responsibility. 
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1. They can serve on so III8!l;1 committees. promote so maIl¥ drives, 
look after so ma:ny details that they have little time tor 
stu~ and pr~r. 

2. One can obligate bimsel.f' to so man.r classes and so JIIaD¥ ser
mons that he does not h.a.ve the tillle to prepaN them proper~. 
a. It is better to prepare well a fev lessons and sermoDS 

than to bali' prepare too heav;r a load. 
3. He IIlIlSt have SOllIe time for his v:laltaUon of the sick, pros

pects and the winn1.Jlg of souls. 

C. God intended that tbe elders h.a.ve charge of the church and preach
ers sbould encourage them to accept tbeir rer~; rsib1llties. 

D. The deacons have plenty of duties to per.tOl'lll when the elders visel.1' 
po:l.nt them out and encourage them to do them. 

E. Also, tbe otber members have their duties and III8!l;1 respons1bWtities 
can be delegated to tbelt by tile elders. 

F. When all of this is done a preacber still will have his bands full 
vith his wort. 

1. He IlUBt not get so busy doing the work. of others and neglect 
his awn. 

Becoming discOIU'ag'ed. 

A. 

B. 

Causes of discouragement 

1. Dis1llUBionment of yotI.Dg preachers 
&. Mal:\Y do not anticipate the problems. disappointments and 

troublesome SitUB.tiODS th.a.t they 1iill meet eventualJ,y. 
b. In ~acl1:lng the gospel and dea.l.ins vith those who are 

8UppOsed to be the best people in the world, often they 
overlook the fact th.a.t as long as one deals vith human 
be1ngs of different backgroonda and ditf'erent walks of 
life. problems are iDev1table. 

c. Not expecting these problems and being surprised wben they 
do come. the &:Ul.usiODlleDt can be quite upsetting. 

2. Disappointment in people 
a- Hew converts that seelll so prc!IIising fall aJMlI' 
b. Some member of long standing whose besetting sin becomes 

lmow 
c. Someone wbao yw trusted betrqed your con.r1dence 
de Someone tried to hinder your influence 

.3. Discanra.ged. because one's efforts are not more fruitful. 
a. Too few are led to Christ 
b. The Bible Schoo1 is not as large as it should be 
c. The cburch is not meeting the 'bI1dget 
d. The spiritual lite of tbe Jllel'Jbersbi.p is not :l..qlroving 

as rap~ as yCPt1 wuld lib 

Some relDlitd1es for discouragement 

1. ReJMber that the Lord bas Bi.s problems and disappointments 
a. Simon Peter denied Hill. Hatt. 26,69-75 
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b. His own disciples lIIisunderstood the nature ot His 
kingdom. Mark 10:3S-4S 

o. The Jews rejected His otter of IIIBI'C)". Matt. 23:37 
2. Never torget that God Bees and caNS. 1 Pet. 3:12 
3. Ava.1l. yourself of the div1ne help at baDd. l'hU. 1I:S; B'eb. 

4=14-16; Phil. 4:S@ James l:S 
4. EDdI!Iavor to see if yw. are to blame for lack of success and 

strive to be more effective by diligent stud,;r and work. 
S. Keep 111 mind that overcalling makes one stronger 

CONCLUSION: 

1. iv'ery preacher should remember tile words, "let b:l.m that tIrlnketh 
he standeth take heed lest he talLlI 1 Cor. lO:lJ 

II. '!'be same words that Christ spoke to His apostles should be kept 
in mind c~, "Watch and prlqJ that ye enter not into 
temptation; the spirit indeed is w::I..lling, but the nesh is weak." 
Matt. 26:41 
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TEN PROBIDIS OF A l'REACHER 

C. E. McGaughey 

INTRODUCTION: 

I. There are many problems that preachers have to face but we shall 
briefly consider only ten. 

II. There ~ be others which some would consider weightier. 

III. However, these are vital. We should be aware of them and deal. 
with them correctly if we are to be successtul preachers of the 
Gospel. 

mSCUSSION: 

I. Declaring the whole counsel of God. 

A. Paul said, "For I shrank not from declaring unto you the 
libole counsel of God." Acts 20:27 

1. This means that he declared God's will and tried to do 
so completely. 
a. He further explains what he did by saying, "1 shrank 

not from declaring unto you anyth:ing that was 
profitable." Acts 20:20 

2. This should be the aim of every gospel preacher. 
a. Living with people <.nd seeing their needs he mst 

sense his responsibility in preaching what is 
needed. 

b. He must never shrink back because of fear of making 
himsel:t unpopular. 

c. A preacher has a definite responsibility to God to 
proc~a:i.m His work, in preaching how to become saved 
and in proclaiming the duties and responsibilities 
of Christians. 

J. A failure to declare the whole counsel of God makes a 
minister of the gospel a sinner against the people to 
;!hOJ1l he ministers and also before God, whose servant he 
is. 
a. Paul implies that if he had not taught the whole 

counsel he would not have been free from their 
blood. Acts 20:26 
(1) 'rhe comment of J. W. NcGarvey on this point is 

worth the consideration of every preacher. 
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"It is implied that if a religious teacher does 
shrink, through any personal. or sel.tish considerat.ion, 
tram declaring the whole counsel of God to those 
whom he teaches, in some sense the blood of those 
who may be lost through his neglect will be upon 
him (cl.xviii. 6; Ezed.iii. 16-21). This is an 
unspeakabq tearful. re~nsibility, and it should 
never be lost sight ot. II 1 

B. It would be well for ever,y preacher to evaluate his preaching 
with reference to this problem by asking himself questions 
l.1ke these~ 

1. Am I preaching what is needed? 
2. Am I touching some need lightly for tear of what others 

might say? 
3. Does ~ preaching cover a broad enough field? 
4. Is there too much emphasis on some things and under 

emphasis on other thines? 
5. Am I guilty of saying the same thing over Sunday afl:.er 

Sunday but in slightly different words? 
6. Am I guilty of encouraging people to COllUnit one of the 

sins of the Jews, to "tithe mint, an:1se and CU!1rTIin" and 
to leave "undone the weightier matters ot the law"? 
Matt. 23:23 

-II. Converting men to Christ instead of the preacher. 

A. No faitbf'ul. preacher would Im~ try to convert men to 
himself. 

1. However, unconsciously, it is possible for us to make 
men our disciples just as was done in Corinth. I Cor. 1:12 

B. Sometimes in church difficulties, preachers seek to enlist 
members on their side until the point is reached where they 
become disciples of the preacher rather than disciples of 
Christ. 

1. otten members disobe,y the Lord and divide the church 
because of the influence of some preacher. 

2. Such conduot by both the preacher and the members is 
sinf'ul.. 

C. While preachers whould seek to become close to those with 
WOlD· they work, they must strive to magnii',y Christ always 
and encourage the members to put devoti:>n to the Lord above 
loyalty to the preacher. 

1. Frequentq members beCO\1le so wedded to a cert .. 5n preacher 
that they are not so very loyal when be goes away. 

lJ. W. McGarvey, New commen~ on Acts of Apostles, (Cincinnati: 
The Standard Publishlii'i 1rci.1 pg. B9-'l~-
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2. Every preacher should strive to so thoroughly teach others 
that they will continue to be faithful and grow, even do 
better, when circumstances make it necessary for him to be 
absent. 
a. Paul succeeded in doinB this at Philippi. Phil. 2:12 

3. When preachers detect this danger in some of too much per
sonal attachment for them and not enough for Christ, they 
must be careful to say or do nothing that would encourage 
such an attitude but rather warn against it. 

4. Preachers must not allow their personal joy in the know
ledge that they are loved and appreciated keep them from 
being on guard to protect their friends from the disaster 
of failing to be converted to Christ. 
a. With Paul a preacher should be able to say: 

"JV little children, of whom I am again in travail 
until Christ be formed in you." Gal. 4:19 
"For this cause I bow ~ lmees unto the Father, ••• 
that Christ JIla3T dwell in your hearts through faith; 
to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
~ be strong to apprehend with all the saints what 
is the breadth and length and height and depth." 
Eph. 3:14, 17, 18 

III. Proper13 emphasizing God's grace. 

A. Sinners need to be made conscious of God's love and mercy 
before they can become Christians. 

1. They must be made aware of their sins. 
a. Our preaching must make men aware of their sins and 

lost candi~n. John 16:8; Heb. 4:12; Eph. 6:17 
b. Christ, the greatest expression of God's grace, must 

be presented as the One through whom salvation comes. 
John 1l~:6; Acts 4:12; Heb. 7:25 

B. The Christian needs to grow in his appreciation of the mercy 
and grace of God. 

1. It is when men fall to keep in mind the sacri!'ice that 
made their redemption possible that they fan to add the 
Christian graces. 2 Pet. 1:9 

2. There would not be nearly so man;y casualties among children 
of God if they could be made to have a deep and abiding 
appreciation for what God has done for us to save us from 
sin and bring us heaven. 
a. Congregations will be much stronger when the hearts of 

all are filled with gratitude for God's mercy. 

C. Some precautions that God's grace might be properly emphasized. 

1. We must be exceptionally careful in baptizing little 
children. 
a. There is a tendency for children to be baptized at a 

very early age. 
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b. We JII\lSt take care that they realize their guil.t 
before hapti8l1l. 

c. We should be ver,r caretul that they realize their 
need ot a Savior and that Christ is the only Savior. 
(1) To them Christ must not be just a great 

character ot history who perfonned JDiraeles and 
went about dOing good, but the Son of God. 

d. It is a good practice to tali<: privately with the 
young before bapti8l1l. 

2. In our ettorts to make the teI'lllS ot salvation understood, 
we 1II1l8t not emphasize them so much that we m1n1mize the 
mercy and grace of God in connection with these condi
tions that enable us to appropriate this salvation. 
a. Just because SOllIe have made the mistake or teaching 

salvation by "grace onJr' and "salvation by grace 
tb:tough tai th on4r" should not cause us to r§:I to the 
opposite extreme and under emphasize the grace of God. 

1'1. Preaching old truths in an interesting and cbal.lenging manner. 

A. '!.'here are 1II8lly things that need to be repeated oft.en in our 
preaching. -

1. Constantly we must proclaim the terms on which God otters 
I118n salvation. 
a. While proclaillling the same conditions we must ever 

pre&ent th8ll1 in just as interesting and challeneing 
manner as po8sible. 

b. A care.tul study or the Scripture will .furnish many 
approaches to the heart. There is a wealth ot 
material seldom used. 

2. We need to speak otten of the necessity ot worship, the 
beauty, and the results of it. 
a. Again, we must endeavor to touch the heart ot the 

worshipr~r by having a deep understanding ourselves 
of the Bible teaching on these subjects. An abun
dance ot material is available to the real student. 

3. Likewise, we have to constantly teach the children of God 
their duties and encourage them to greater heights in 
Christian character. 
a. This makes it imperative that preachera have a deep 

underatanding of spiritual matters by thorough study. 

B. In addition to the ~ ot the Bible, to assist his audience 
in grasping Scriptural. truths, a preacher needs to give much 
thought to other help that will enforce these teachings. 

1. Be Est be a keen observer of lite. 
2. ne sbould be alert tor good illustrations that grip the 

attention. 
'._ Be should stuqy the technique of others_ 
4 He sbou.l.d read the sermons of others, not to appropriate 

them as his own" but tor their stl"le, ideas and procedure. 
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5. Many hcl.ptul. suggest.ions can be found from reading t.he 
many good books. 

V. Challenging the most intellectual and yet 'remembering the unedu
cated and chlldren. 

A. We have rn:bed audiences and it is necessary to reach both the 
educated and those who have not had much iormal. training. 

1. Much depends on the attitude of the preacher. 
a. Illustration: I heard a gifted preacher s;q that he 

believed "in pUtting it on the top shelf' so they would 
have to reach tor it. II Another preacher better trained, 
H. Leo Boles, said, "I believe in pUtting it dovn 
where the lambs can get it. II 

2. Sublime truths can be taught in such an interesting fashion 
that the trained and untrained will be challenged. 
a. In the Sermon on the Mount, the lord spoke great 

spiritual truths but expressed them in simple language 
that caught the attention of both the educated and 
those not so fortunate. 

b. Th~h one's vocabulary mtq enable him to use large 
words,· the truly educated can use words which all will 
understand. 

3. There may be times when a schol;:.r~ treatbe or lecture 
is necessary at some lectureship or special occasion, but 
most of the time in our preaching this is not the case 
and the contents ot the sermons can be understood by all 
if we adjust ourselves to our audiences. 

h. A careful study ot the speeches of the educated. Paul when 
he spoke to the learned and unlearrled furnishes us great 
examples ot directness and simplicity that wID hel.p to 
challenge the attention of all. Acts 13; 17; 22; 26. 

B. By remembering the problem discussed immed1ate~ preceding this 
one and seeking to present old truths :in new wys and in an 
interesting manner this problem. can be largely overcome. 

1. The approach and manner of presentation helps grea~ :in 
catching the interest ot those in our audience. 

c. The preparation ot the speaker, his earnestness, sincerity 
and fervor helps to hold the attention of those that hear 1Wa, 
whether youn~ or old, edllcated or uneducated. 

1. Unless one is prepared and has his heart in what he is 
8aying~ he should not be speaking. 

D. Our preaching must not be aimed merely to the intellect but to 
the soul and llhen the inner man is touched the attention is held. 

1. It is not ours me!'8ly to teach but also to "reprove, rebuke, 
exhort with alliongsui'ferins and teaching." (2 Tim. 4:2 ) 
Such preaching quickens the interest. 



VI. Stimolating Cbristians to be soul-winners. 

A. That the earq church 'W8S a soul-w1Dnillg institution 18 'IeI7 
evident froIa the Sor1ptures. Acts 4:4; S:14; 6:7; 8:4 

1. The early preachers succeeded in causing the disciples to 
be interested in w1rming others to Christ. 

2. The growth ot the earq church'W8S phenomenal. Col. 1:23 
a. Without the aid ot the printing press, radio, tele

vision or modern transport.a.tion they carried the gospel 
to the people of that generation. 

B. For a church to be trul;r apostolic it JIlUst in a measure :repro
duce that evangelietic spirit ot the church of the first 
cent1ll7' 

1. 1'he llellibership needs to be educated to the great importance 
of soul se'ring. 
a. All hea",en has engaged in it. 

(1) God. John 3:16 
(2) Christ. Luke 19:10 
(3) lIoQr Spirit. John 16:8 
(4) A agelAl. Luke 15:10) Act8 8:26 

b. Our OW.D salvation depends on it 
(1) !be01"eat CclIaIIU810n I118kes 8oul-w1nn:l:ng tbe respan-

81.b:U.1t;r of e'I'e1'T Chr.l.st.1an. .tt. 28 :18-20 
(2) We disappoint the lord by ta1llng to ctrrr:'1' out tile 

1IOric Be died tor when we tail to be interested in 
soul-v:inning. Matt. 7.21 

(3) We are to be Ute Christ and the man who is not 
1ntereated in others 1e not. Ute bis Lord. 1 Pet. 
2:21 

c. Itloh attention needs to be given to this phase ot church work 
and in ..:IIU" se1"lllODS, in special meetil'lga and through the Bible 
School. greater 8q)basis Deeds to be put on evangelism. 

1. We are not. suoceeding in stimalating enough ~ III'In to 
preach the gospel.. fbere is a dreadtul shortage of gospel. 
preacheft. 
.. 'l'hie desire can be planted in the hearts ot ytnmg it 

1101'8 ellpbaais i8 given to it. 
2. Too maJV' members have never tried to do an;y personal work 

tonrd 1I'inIling others to Christ. 
3. We need a revival of interest in world wide na.ngelism. 

&. 'rbe world has bareI.,' been touched 
b. '1'here is an urgent need ot men and WOIII8D. to cOllllllit t 

tbemI:lel'nl8 to missionar,r &oti"l'1ty. 
(I) Here again we see the need or illparting this 

Ulbition earq in lite. 

m:. DfmIlop1Dc capable l.eadera 

A. In tII'IW7 oo.ngreptiOD capable leade:rs are needed. 

1. lar. COJ)gl"IIg&t1on to grow aDd develop. there JIII18t be 
apir1tual. bishops to look after the souls of the lIIeIIIbers. 
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Acts 20:28; Heb. 13:17 
2. To ksep the elders i'rom beiDg over burd&ned with deta:Ua and 

unable to ds9'ote proper time to spiritual. things, it is need
ful that qual.it'1ed deacons be appointed to act as servants 
or the congregation under tile supervision at the elders. PbU. 
1:1 

3. It!n must be illspired to qual.1ty taase1ves tor scriptural eldera 
and deacons. 

h. In our baste to appoint tb.eID. we IIIll8t not consider tile qualifi
cations lightq. 1 Tim. 3:1-10, 12, 13 
a. IDust.ration: In a plaee wbere additional elders lI8N 

needed tbe7 wre having ditficuJ.ty tinding qualif.'ied men • 
One man whOlll they wanted vas grea~ laeldng in one quali
fication. To burry up the appointment, one brother sug
gested, -Just let us lI&1ve this qualification." 

B. Much teaching and training is neceas&r1' to produce qualitied elders 
and deacons. 

1. From the pulpit the qualitications, the worlc or these JIIBD., and 
the attitude or the congregation toward them must be pro
claimed until the membership is tborougliq taught. 

2. Training classes should be taught so men can be p:repared 
tor these works. 

3. Good books written by qualified persons should be given to 
these men .. they cm have a better knowledge of waht is ex
pected ot them and how to f'ul.t'ill their responsibiJ.i ty. 

4. Tbe;y should be e.ncouraged to attend lectureships, such as 
those conducted at Christian colleges so they can became 
better qualified tor their work. 

$. The elders and deacons and teachers might know what other 
congregations are doing and the growth and needs ot the church 
in general., they should be encouraged to take some reli-
gious magUines and papers. They need to be filled wi ttl 
Bible k:novledge and become acquainted vi th the coDdi tion ot 
the cburch throughout the lDrld.. 

III. Deciding what is most urgent and scheduling our time to per.t:Ol'll1 it 

A. If a preacher is not ve17 careful. he can get inVolved in so lIIB.llY 
duties that he cannot perform then all vella 

1. Ulustration: A certain denominational. preacher vas heard 
to say, "Preaching is getting to be a side-line with me. 
r spend so lIIUCh time tor the Rotary Club and so much time 
with the Boy ::lcouts that I don't have Dlch time tor preach ing." 

2. One can become so burdened with the cburch bulletin that be 
will spend more time on 11; than he does his sermon. 

B. Like Martha we need to learn the tb1ngs most needful. 

1. To her Jesus said, "tbou art am::lous and troubled about III&I.\T 
things: but one thing is needful: tor Ha17 has chosen the 
good part .. which sba11 not be taken a.1AU" .from her." Wb 
10:bJ.-la 
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2. So lfitb us there was many worthwhile thinp;s, but some are 
far more important than others. 

3. Let us decide what we should do and many ot the other 
tasks can be done by someone elBe just as well. It will. 
be a blessing to them and free us tor something more 
important. 

4. A preacher need to be more than a "gl.ori.f'j.ed bell hop," 
running errands tor everybody. 
a. Illustratian: One preacher remarked to me, "1 re

ceived a most urgent call to come to a man1s home. 
I asked what was the difficulty. To lI\Y surprise 
he said, 'ltv" cow is sickJ I Actu.a.:t:q this is a case 
ot where a veterlnaria.n should have been caJ.led 
rather than a minister of the gospel. 

5. Surel;r ever;r preacher, unless he is an unusual character, 
bas become involved with so ma.ny details that at the end 
ot the dq be has wondered whether atter all he bas done 
the thing that is most needful. 

C. It it was "not fitll for the apostles to "forsake the word ot: 
God, and serve tables," those who preach today can profit by 
their example. Acta 6:2. 

1. With them we should sa.y, Ifbut '119 will contimle stedf'astl.¥ 
in prayer, and in the ministr;r of the word. II VB. 4 

D. Our chiet cancem should be reaching the souls or men for 
Christ. 

1. Let us not get bogged down in so many intrica.te details 
that we neVer get to the task. 
a. Illustration: When a house is on tire., it the fire

men spend too much time coming to the blaze and a.f'ter 
arriving wonder were to start and where the water 
should be put £irst, it will soon be too late and 
the house will. be burned dawn. 

E. After deciding what is most 1mport;ant, then a schedule should 
be made to see that time is not wasted. 

1. Like budgets, schedules shcml.d be kept to the best of our 
ability or our t.1Jne wil.l be wasted. 

2. There 'Will be occasions Toihen we IlIUSt var;y from this sched
ule, but we will accomplish IllUch lnore by adhering to it 
than we vill without it. 

). Time is iIDportant and we have none to waste. Eph. S :1S; 
Jas. 4:14 
a.. "Oll:q one lite, 

b. 

T 'wlll soon be past, 
Oll:q what's done for Christ 
Will l.a8t." 

IrWbat Rave We Done 'l'oday?I' 

"We shall do IllUch in the years to COille, 
But what have we done today? 

We shall give our gold in a pril1ceJ.;y swn, 
But what did we give today? 



H'c shall lift the ht'larl and dry the tear, 
':le shall plant a hope in the place of fear, 
\'je shall speak the words of love and cheer, 

But what did ~ie speak today? 

II'~le shall be so kind in the after while, 
But have we been today? 

:'le shall bring to each 10ne1;r life a smile, 
But what have we brought today? 

We shall give to truth a grander birth. 
And to steadfast faith a deeper worth, 
We shall feed the hungering souls of earth, 

But whoi~ have we fed today? 

''We shall reap such joys in the by and by, 
But what have we sown .~? 

We shall build us mansions in the sky, 
But what have we built today? 

'Tis sweet in the idle dreams to bask: 
But here and nmi, do we our task? 
Yes, this is the thing our souls !llUst ask, 

What have we done today?" 

--Nixon Waterman 

IX. leaving gre.cef'ully. 

A. Often -"hen a preacher has done an acceptable work at a 
place as he departs he will have some grievance against 
the elders or the church and at the ver,r last create a 
disturbance. 

1. Ii" he is justified in a grievance, why wait to the 
last to tr.r to correct it? 

2. It is !I1Uch better to ';'lj' to solve such matters when 
there is time to do sO!:lething about it. 

B. If a preacher has an agreement to give notice of two or 
three months before leaving, let him respect his agree
ment and never place the coneregation where he has been 
laborine in an embarrassing situation by going too quick]",. 

c. If a preacher a~1d the elders have an agreement that he wo·lld 
like for them to tell h:Un when they feel that a change of 
preachers would be good for the church, he must not be hurt 
when that time co~es but according to his agreement make his 
plans to move. 
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1. It is easy for a preacher to feel that the elders are mis
taken abo'J.t his going, it may be that they are sometiilles, 
but if that was the ap;reement he must abide by his word. 

2. He ShOllld not feel that he is "fired" if he agreed to such 
an ."lrrA.npement. 
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J. If he does feel that he is beior, dismissed, it would be 
poor jud~nt to try to create sympathy in the congrega
tion by tellin!>; his friends and stirring up feeHne: 
ap,ainst the elders. 

4. To insist on stayinr, where the brethren desire a change 
May destroy the good he has done and even create a diVision 
in the church. 

C. To leave p,;racef'ully, a preacher should try to finish his work 
to the best of his ability. 

1. When he decides to move or the elders decide that it is 
time to change prea.chers, he must not lose interest or 
slacken his work. He should tr:; to leave it in just as 
good shape as possible. 
a. He should no more think of departing with things out of 

order in his \lork than his wife would think of leaving 
the preacher's home untidy. 

D. He should seek to prepare the way for the new preacher by 
building him up as much as possible. 

1. The church should be encouraged to accept him and cooperate 
with him rully. 

E. It is poor judgment to write the n€W preacher and try to 
acquaint him with all the problems in the church and the weak
nesses he has discovered in the congregation. 

1. Certainly no preacher WOI '.ld want the congrega'l;ion where he 
has worked to write the congregation where he is "oinp, toO 

acouaint it with all of his bllmders, mistakes and wcak.
Msses. 

F. Do not meddle with the affair of the church af'ter you are gone. 

1. I:t S(lI.IIWI o£ the members write you that they do not like the 
new preacher and criticize him, be veri caref.'ul what you 
write in repl;y tbat it woul.d be brotherl,y and fair 

2. If circUlllStanees do not permit you to go elsewhere and you 
retain your IIII)mbership in that congregation, be a i'riend to 
the new preacher and help him all you can. 

I. Helping men to become ttLt.!ler ~orld" minded. 

A. By this it is not meant; that we must be conscious or the needs 
in the various continents, that has alrea.dy been cOV'e.red in 
these lectures. 

B. By this it is not lIII)ant that we should encourage IIII)n to become 
more conscious of the moon and stars. That is being well taken 
care or by the gO'lermnent. 

C. But, there is a e-r'eat need that lRen become more conscious of the 
habitation of the righteous in the lOrld to come. 

1. Jesus has gone to prepare it for Ris people. JOM llp2 
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2. It 1:1 to be our final abode 1d:dle we enj"1' eternal lite. 
Matt. 2$:b6 

3. It is a place where Me v:ill receiYe lIan inheritance incor
ruptibleJl and UDdefiledJl and tbat tadetb DOt. ...,-•••• 11 

1 Pet. 1:3 

D. We becOllle 80 eogroased here tbat DOt. enough tboagbt 1.s gl.'VIJI1 
to the otber lIOrld. 

1. We ai:nfb ItO land or restJl tor thee I sigh!,l but DOt enough 
people in tb9 cbnrcb are really si.gbi.n£ t '1' hea"fen. 

2. We BiDg, -we're IMl'Cbing to ZiaIlJlII but otten it seeu that 
Me ~ torgotten w\l8t':l we are going. 

B. In this ... too lII1Ch eqJbasi8 1.s being put on the temporal. aDd 
~ 

1. It is :not d:i.tt1cul.t to get men excited about wat ths,y 
intend to do when they :retire. 
a. Tbe7 are interested in social. secur1tYJI retirement. m

CaM, the place where tbey will spend their declining 
daiYs JI the trips they v:ill take and the things tbey will 
see. 

b. Bat it is di.tticult to get -.qy exci:ted about where they 
will spend tbeir da,ya after retirellent and the home 
tile Lord bas gone to prepare in the cit,. 1IWbose builder 
and -.Jeer 1s God. a Heb. llelO 

F. Unt.ll tI9 can get men to be otber lIOrld 'III1IIdedJl it will be di.tti
cul.t tor tbeIl 1;0 obey the folJ.owiDe :l:nstru.ctiODSs 

1. Lq up -reno ~ves treasures in heaven.- .tt. 6:19 
2. I.q 10gp in store tor tbemselves a good foundation against 

the tilE 1;0 COIIIeJl that they ... lay bold on the lite vb:icb 
is ille:indeed.1I 1 'f.i.JI.. 6:19 

3. Set their mlIda aon the tb1ngs that are abow\JI :not on the 
things ~ the earth.1I Col.. 312 

G. We _t I 1!!OOr and fai~ teach otII81'8 that: 

1. -Our citizenship 18 in beaveD.j lIhere a.1so 1ftl wait for a Sav
iOllSJI the Lord Jesus Cbrist.- Pbil. • .3:20. 

2. We are -sojourners and p~1I on the earth. 1 Pet. 2:11 

R. Bec-ng JIOI'e canacious of the other world v:ill have the fol.l.ow
resaltll= 

1. Hen will becOllle IIIOl'e evangelistic and sq as did Moses JI 
"CollIe t.I:Iou with us." Ntma. 10:29 

2. We can get greater enjoylleDt our of sel1'--deDial bare. 

3. More atteotian 1I1.l1 be given to s1Dcere worship and serv1ce 
or God as _ anticipate being with If1a f'orenr. 

h. !be lIOrld in which we live w1lllose BlCb of its attract;1ana 
torus. 

S. We can approach the end trit1l!ljXuml;q aDd e:zpect;antq as did 
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Pau.l who said. lIFor me to live is Christ. and to die is 
gain •••• hav:lng the desire to depart. and be with Christ; for 
it is tar better." Pbil.. 1:21-23 

CONCLUSION: 

I. Being aware of these problems ceL'1 belp us to give proper atten
tion to them. 

II. In these and all Other problems we must remember that we need 
the help of God. let UB prq for wisdom from above. James 1:5 
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'l'~ll THINGS THA'l' MOVED PAUL 

by C. E. McGaughey 

n:TRODUCTIUN; 

I. Circll1'lstances of the text. 

A. Paul ba.d been warned. that "bonds and afflictions" confronted. him. 

1. These things did not move him. 
a. He was not frightened or made afraid. 
b. He was not deterred from continuing his ministry. 

2. 'l'here are still people who are unmoved by such circumstances. 
a. Brother Joseph Nawniuk was recently imprisoned for 

his work with the church in Warsaw, Poland. 

B. Though unmoved by "bonds and arflictions,1I he was moved by 
other thingso 

DISCUSSIuN: 

1. His unselfish and con:;ecrated life cannot be accounted for 
excep~"t~t there were some ve~J strong motivating factors 
that moved h:iJn. 

2. Let us seek to find out what some of these things were. 
a. We shall observe ten things that moved Paul. 

I. God's love moved h:iJn. 

A. "But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ Oicd for us." Rom. 5:6 

B. "and that life which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, 
the faith wh-J.ch is in the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
himself up for me." Gal. 2:20 

C. "but God, being rich in mercy, for his great love .merewith he 
loved UB, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made 
us alive together with Christ ••• " Eph. 2 :L-5 

D. Christ '5 love for him 50 moved him that he could not but act 
as he did. 
1. "For the love of Christ constraineth us." n Cor. 5:14 

E. Like John, he could S8¥, "We love him, because he first loved 
us." I John L:19 
1. Such love still strikes a responsive co rd in every man' 5 

heart when clearly perceived. 
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II. His own love for God moved him. 

A. He Wlderstood that worship and service are meaningless 
without love. 

1. "If 1 speak with the tongue of men and of angels~ but 
have not love, I am become sounding brass, or a clanging 
cymbal ••• " I Cor. 13:1-3 

B. He realized that men without love should be punished. 

1. "If any man loveth not the Lord, let him be anathema." 
I Cor. 16:22 

C. He believed that to love God was necessary for things to 
tum out right. 

1. "And we know that to them that love God all things work 
together for good ••• " Rom. 8:28 

D. He taught that real faith works by" love. 

1. "For in Christ Jesus neither circumciaion availeth any
th:ing, nor uncircumcision; but faith working through love." 
Gal. 5:6 

E. Thus when God is properly loved, there is a response in the 
hearts and lives of men. 

1. It makes men forget self~ love others and serve God. 
John 13:34; 14:23, 24 

III. His gratitude moved him. 

A. He could never forget the marvelous mercy of Christ in for
giving him and allowing him to preach the faith he had once 
persecuted. 

1. "I thank him that enabled me, even Christ Jesus our Lord, 
for that he cOWlted me faithful, appointing me to his 
service; though 1 was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious ••• " I Tim. 1:12 

B. When he thought of the victory that comes through Christ in 
overcoming sin bis thanks went up to God. 

1. "Wretched man that I aml Who shall deliver me out of this 
body of death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord." 
Rom. 7:24-25 

c. If the poor Gadarane demoniac published about what Jesus had 
done for him. should it be any -wooer that Paul and the rest 
of us saved by the blood of Christ should publish abroad what 
great things God has done for us? Luke 8:39 
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D. It is because men f'at"get what God has done f'or them and 
cease to be grateful that they taU to give themselves 
cCllllplet.ely unto God. 2 Pet. 1:9 

1. We should also strive to be able to say as could Pau1, 
"But his grace which 'IIU bestowed upon rae ns not totmd 
in vain. II vs. 10 

IV. His sense of responsibUity moved him. 

A. He f'elt that since Christ has saved him he had a grea.t 
responsibility to carry the gospel to others. 

1. "1 am debtor both to Gt'eeks and to Barbariana, both to 
the wise and the foolish •••• " Rom. 1:14-16 

2. "For necessity is laid upon me; for woe is unt.o rae, if 1 
preach not the gospel." 1 Cor. 9:16 

B. This should be the f'eeling of' every preacber of' the gospel. 

1. Having been so greatlT blessed we should want others to 
hear the gloriOUS gospel so they oan be saved. 

2. We should sq, "Who 8111 I tbat I ba.ve been so f'ortunate too 
hear the good news When others have nat heard?" 

C. A oonsoiousness that God was depending on him l1\OV'ed hilll. 

1. "The ministry whioh I received f':rom the Lord Jesus, too 
testify the gospel of the grace of' God.- Acts 20:24 

2. He knew that Christ had gone into the far oountry and 
left his work in the hands of His desciples. Hark 13: 34 
a. Who is there to oarry the gospel but those who know 

it and to whom it had been lett as a trust? 
b. Certeinly the gospel preaoher has a tremendous 

responsibility and the Lord is depending on hiJII in 
a special way. 

V. He was vitally concerned about the lost. 

A. He yearned for the salvation of' his awn people. Rom. 10slJ 9:3 

B. The cry ot the !tHan of' Macedonia!t t.ouched biJII. Acts 16:9-10 

C. He was willing to hazard his own 11te because of his conoern. 
Acts 24:24 

D. He could deteot when other preachers real4" cared. Pbil. 2:20 

E. This concern be l.earned trom bis Saviour. Luke 19:10) Matt. 23s21 

VI. Knowing that be wou1d have to give an account moved hill. 

A. He believed that the judgment awaited all, including himself'. 

1. "For we shall all stand before the judgment seat ot God." 
Rom. l.4:10 



14 

B. He considered himself a steward of God and !mew that He 
required His stewards to be faithful. 1 Cor. 4:1-2 

1. "Here, moreover, it is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful." vs. 2 

C. He lelt that he would be displeasing to God if he did noi; 
preach. 

1. "For woe is unto IH it I preacb not the gospel." 1 Cor.9:16 
a. Having been blessed so IlIUCh by the mercy ot God his 

conscience would not have let hilll rest if he had not 
preached. 

b. KnowiDs that God is greater than his conscience he 
telt that he lIOuld be unprepared at the jUdgment it 
he did not preach. 

c. In addition to this he had received a special. mssion 
frOill the Lord. Acts 22:16,; 11 

d. 'fo have been disobedient to this heavenly Vision 
would have been displeasing to God. Acts 22 :19 

2. There are JIIany today who preach because they coul.d not 
be happy doing anything else. Though they did not see 
a heavenJ.;y vision as did Paul, they see such great need 
and teel under such great obligation to God and to their 
tellow men they cannot rest without proclainl.ing the glad 
tidings. They teel that they woul.d be condemned at the 
,;JudBment without preaching the gospel. What a pawr this 
is in the 11ves of Plen to move them. 

VII. 'i'h.e desire to complete his task lIOVed hilIl. 

A. He telt that he had a job ErOlli the Lord to finish. 

1. "'l'hat I ma;r accomplish me course, and the ministry 
which I received 1'r0lli the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospelof' the grace ot God." Acts 20:24 

2. Like the Lord, he wam.ed to be able to s~, ni have 
finished thl'l "ork lIhich thou gavelt\; me to do." In. 11.4 
a. ~ 'IIaI::IMd to !"EIach as 1II8.tQ" souls as possible. 

(1) Even as ilia third missionary journey was being 
cOD!pl.eted be hoped to go to RoIIIe and even to 
Spain. RaIl. 15 :230024 

(2) l!lnm in prison he hoped to be delivered 80 be 
could reach more. Phil.l,25-26 

). At the end be had the satiataction of' knoWing that he 
bad done hl8 ..-Ic. 2 Tim. 4:7-8 

B. All of' us as preachers and leaders should reaJ.1ze that; there 
is a work tor us to do. 

1. "To each one his lIOrk." Hark 1)l)4 

lOUR TASK 

"1'0 each 'MIl is given a dsiY and a task tor the dqJ 
And once, and no more, he is given to travel this wq. 

And _ if" he nees frOIIl the task; Watev8r the odds, 
For the task 18 appointed to b1ia on the scroll of ,.he gOd.:J." 



"'!'here 1s waiting a work only your bands can aVail; 
And so if' you tal ter, a chord 1n the music will tail. 

We may laugh to the sky, we 1lIIY lie tor ~n hour 1n the sun; 
But. we dare not go hence till the labor is done. 

"Yes, the task that is given to each man, no other can do; 
So your work is awaiting; it has waited thru ages tor you. 
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And naif you appear; and the hushed ones are turning 1meir gaze 
To see what you do wi1m your chance in the Chamber o.f ds;ys." 

--EdIrin Markham 

VIII. He realized that there vas need tor haste as time is brief'. 

A. He \mew that time here would be brief 

1. ttOur outllard man 18 dec&y'1ng, " "tor our light 
attliction which 18 tor the moment •••• " 2 Cor.4:l6-17 

2. ttShall see 11\1 race no more." Acta 20:25 
3. "Atter 11\1 departing," Acts 20:29 
4. "! am read,r t.o die at Jerusalem tor the name of the 

Lord Jesus. 1I Acta 21:13 

B. He r~cogo"1ized the 1q>ort8nce ot taking advantage of' these 
brief' opportunities. 

1. -Redeeming the tiJIIe (buying up the opportunity), 
because the days are evil." £ph. 5 :15 

C. He realized that bis work had to be done DOIf, that it would 
not wait W'ltil the next generation. 

1. "Once, and no ID'Jre he is given to pass 1mi8 vt\Y." 
a. When these opportunities are gone, they vi1l be no 

more. 
b. No wonder we are to buy up our opportunities. They 

are preoiOllS. 
2. "'!'lIe clock ot lite is wound but one, 

And 110 man has the power 
'1'0 tell just when the hand vi1l stop, 

At late or early hour. 
How is the onlT time you own 1 

Live, love, toil with a vill; 
Place 110 tai th in toJlOrrOlf 

For the handa -1' then be still." 

IX. He was moved by Imow:lng t.hat Divine help was always near. 

A. He believed thai; the Lord. is ever near. 
I 
I 

1. "The Lord is at band." Phil 4:$ 
2. "For there stood by 1118 this night an angel of' the Lord." 

Acts 27123 
3. He believed thz God was at hand, not only to aee but to 

help. Reb. 4:14-16 

B. 1'he pr<.IIIiaes of God's help sustained twa 
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1. "Wheretore, 8ira .. be oE good cheer, Eor I believe Ood 
that it.aball be even 80 as it bath been spoIam UDto 
ae." .leta 27 f2S 

2. "And 10 .. I .. nth you alwa,ya, even unto the end of the 
varld." Matt. 28,20 

3. """ grace i8 8u:f'fic1ent for tIlee." 2 Cor. 12c9 

C. Be believed that God has the poifer to keep His promise8 

1. '*I can do all things in hill that 8treDgtheoeth M." 
Pb1l. 4tlJ 

2. "Ilov unto hilIl that is able to do ea:ceed:l.ne abuntantll' 
abo'nI all that va uk or think •••• " J.ph. 3120 

x. Be was ao'ftId. by the hope oE rewa'd in the varld to COIle. 

A. to dee those 'IIboiI. he bad taught tri1Drpbant and aate on the 
other side was a rward that coDBtantJ.y IIOftd h1IIl. 
1. "For 'tIbat 18 our hope, or jo;y, or cram or &10l"11ne1 Are 

not .... 0 ye, before our Lord Juu at biB colling?" 
1 '!'beaa. 2.19 

2. "It &IV' Jllmr. work IIhall abide vb:ich he built thereon, 
he 8hall receive a reward." 1 Cor. 3114-15 

B. R1.I hope or abariDg 1D the glor1ou8 recurrection of the r 
righteous was a reward he longed tor. 
1. "That I 1B3" know hill and the power ot his resurrection." 

"It by 8D7 aeana I _1' attain Wlto the resurrection 
troll the dead." Pb1l. 3110-U} Pb1l. 3t20 

C. The cherished hope or NCei'9ing the Cr'oam or lite coatinual.l1' 
mved bia regardless or how roagb the .... 
1. JIow the.1 do it to receiTe a oor1"'I:lPtihle crown; bIlt 118 

an 1Dcorraptible." 1 Cor 9 t2S 
2. "Hencefortb there is laid up tor _ the crown or righte

OUoe8S.· 2 Tt.e 4.8 
CONOLUSIOI: 

I. It would be good tor all ot u who preach the word ot God to 
studT careful.l;r these th1.l'lgs that lIIOTed PaW. to such grea coo
.acration and devotion. 

II. __ this consideration prove to be a blessing 1D our lives and 
help 118 1;0 be more etteot1''AI .8rvant.s at Ood. 



INTRODUCTION: 

"IS BELm' IN THE SUPERNATURAL REASONABLE 

IN THE SCIENTIFIC AGE?" 

Kenneth Reed 

1. Christianity has always been at the cross-roads. A basic 
choice today - belief in the supernatural or naturalism? 
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2. Never before in history has higher education p~ed such an 
important role in our lives. Within the next ten years, 
approx:lmately 50% ot our high school graduates will be studying 
at the college level. 

A. The value and danger resulting from sucb a 
concentrated study. 

B. The loss ot young people in the church and the reasons 
wb;y. (Two ,fundaJ!lental blows .. one to the nesh, and the 
other to the mind). 

3. This question deals 'With that blow to the mind. 

4. As preachers and teachers of God's Word, we must keep pace -
learn what is being advanced, and how to meet the arguments 
being made tOday. 

A. SOIIIea:r8 not prepared to handle the present day 
problems. 

B. In llIal'I7 institutions of higher learning, is being 
waged the most far-reaching assault Christianity 
has faced since apostolic times. 

DISCUSSION 

I. IS BELIEF IN THE SUPERNATURAL REASONABlE'? 

A. The place and !'unction of: reason - two extremes. 
1. First, the position of the rationalists. They give reason 

all authority. Miracles are treated as myths. 
2. Anti-ratiOnalism, or ~sticism. These people rule out 

reason in religion completely. They believe in a direct 
operation, the Bible becolllAS a sealed book. 

B. The Biblical view or reason is to allow our reason to sit in 
judgment on .vidence. 
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1. Reason means, "to think consecutively, coherently', or 
logically. It We arrange our thoughts that they may lead 
us to a conclusion. 

2. God has never required faith without giving sufficient 
evidence first. (John 20:)0,)1). 

3. Spiritual truth is reasonable and young people ll\U8t be 
helped to see this. Christian truth is inte.1lectually 
respectable. (Isaiah 1:18). 

II. WHY 00 SO l-IANY "INTELlECTUAlS" IENY THE SUPERNATURAL? 

A. Men have OOco.., vain in their reasoning. (Romans 1:21; Eph. 4:1, 

B. Materialistic concepts. 

c. Hwnan ego - the concept that man is selt-surticient. 

D. Absurdities practiced in the name ot Christianity~ plus 
ignorance of the Bible. 

III. ONE OF THE MAJOR CAUSES OF UUBELIEF RESULTS FROH ME.."1 ?IAKING 
PRONOUNCEMENTS OUTSIDE THEIR FIElD. 

A. During the 'l'wentieth Century, everyone has become "scienti.fic~ 
minded". 
1. "Scientific 11 means, "Knowledge obtained by study and 

observation." A scientist is an investigator. 
2. Each science has its own appropriate method of arriving 

at the truth. (Natural and social Bciences). The methods 
of one are not applicable to the other. 

). A high degree of specialization in our time. 

B. Religious truth cannot be proved or disproved in the natural 
science laboratory. 
1. The field of natural science is limited to things or 

phenomena. 
2. The methods of Pb;vsics and Chemistry do not lrork .men 

applied to psychology and history, let alone religion. 

C. The study of the true religion, Christianity, does not begin 
with unreal or imaginary things. 
1. It starts with a study of actual. facts - historical facts! 
2. Source materials - books of the Bible and relevant ancient 

material. 
). We take our stand on science - historical science. <a, All historical evidence is on our side. 

(b) There is no authentic record in existence which knows 
anyth~ of a non-su£t:rnatural JesusJ 

D. A natural scientist has as much right to know religious truth 
as anyone else, but he has no riBht to say, "there is no super
natural realm". 
1. This cannot be demonstrated by modern natural science. 
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2. If' one denies the supernatural., it will not be because ot 
n.'ltural science, since it cannot decide the question. 

IV. ANOTHER :1AJ011 CAlISE COio!!!:S UlmER T~ (lijISE OF "HIGHER CRmCISt1 AND 
LIBERA.L CHRISTI.4.NI'i'Y". 

A. The Renaissance period brou.',:ht about a new faith in man, as 
research was conducted in ~ areas. 
1. These thinkers revolted against ort.hodoxy, which to them, 

meant the Roman Catholic Church. 
2. Emphasis on huwan reason - saw no need for a special 

revelation trom God. 
3. They wanted a religion ,rlthin the bounds ot reason, onlJ'. 

B. The greatest philosophers, since the beginning ot the 18th 
centur,y, have been enemies of New Testament Christianity. 
1. David Hume (1711-1716), made arguments against the miracles. 
2. IJllDanuel Kant (1724-1657), attacked the "proofs of' God." 
3. others - Spinoza, Hegel, Descartes, and Comte. The 

philosophies of these six men constitute the root of 
modernism. 

C. Natural. science was al.so rising. 
1. Darwin's theory of evolution - accepted in the institutions 

or higher education. 
2. Bible view of man was made to look ridiculous. 
3. Men took an optimistic view of history - said things were 

getting better and better. 

D. The father of modernism is Friedrich Schleierrnacher (1768-1834). 
1. He tried to "rehabilitate" religion amon.~ the intellectllals. 
2. He said the Bible wns not the basis for Christian raith, 

but rather, the feelings of the individual and h~~ experience. 
3. Others who cont;.nued this trend were: Albrecht Ritsch!, 

Adolph von Harnach, and David Strauss. 

E. The rise of Biblical criticism in the 19th Century - lower and 
hi~her c~1ticlsln - search for the "historical Jesus". 
1. The "Jesus of Historyll about which the liberal speaks, is 

not the real Jesus revealed in the gospels. 
2. They have invented a non-supernatural Jesus, unknown to 

history. They have betrayed reason and the methods of 
historical science. 

F. Modernism in tho field or education. 
1. Julian Huxley, leading evolutionist of our time, expressed 
~e~~ scientists when he said, "It is impossible 
for me and those who think like me to believe in God as a 
person, a ruJ.er, to continue to speak to God as a Spiritual 
Being in the ordinary way." Essays of a BiOlof!ai' p. 295. 

2. GetSCJtbert Cce, considered bi ~ intellect s as the 
ou s ng authOrity in the field of Religious Education, 
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teaches that "the sovereign is just ourselves when we co
operatively insist upon providing for ourselves what we 
want. II Educat' tor Citizenshi , 1932, p. 143. In his 
famous boo , cho 0, ot e i ion, p. 326, he states, 
"The thought of may indee undergo yet ma~ transformations, 
but in one torm or another" it will. be continually renewed as 
the expression of the depth and heighth of social experience 
and social aspiration." 

3. Coa sa,ys he is "in debt IIIOst of all, to John Dewey" Religion 
Iil'Transition, p. 10. John t:l is the lIIOat pronounced 
ant1-superna turalist in""Oiir , and is considered as the 
leading educator of our time. 

4. Walter Rauschenbusch, in his book .. Theol0Sfia for the Social 
Gosta1beSaid, "The worst thing that could ppen to God, 
'NOU to remain an Autocrat while the world is moving 
toward Democracy. He would be dethroned with the rest of 
the rulers of the universe." (p. 176). 

$. A. C. McGiffert .. past president of Union Theological Sem1nar,r, 
siilTtba:t our modern democracy "demands a God with whom many 
may cooperate, not to whom they must submit." (DelllOcracl and 
Religion, in Religious Education, Volume 14, p. 161.) 

G. L1beral view of God - called the ilmlanence of God. 
1. To the, God. is the force .. or energy which has developed this 

world through the process of evolution. 
2. McQittert testi1'ies that, lithe modern doctrine of divine 

iiiilii8hence owes its prevalence, in part, at least, to the very 
naturalism in theology is largely due." American Journal of 
TheoloSl, 1916, p. 323. 

3. holassor WilliaJn Brown, foWlding the theory of divine 
immanence on another theory .. namely .. the theory of evolution, 
says, "God is not thought of as separate from the universe" 
but, rather, as its immanent law." The Harvard Theological 
Review, 1911 .. p. 16. 

H. Modernism has no foundation - they have ruled out God .. Christ, 
and the Bible. 

I. The most prevalent movement in the world theology todlq is called 
neo-orthodoxy. 
1. Two world wars and the findings of archaeology have brought 

about this new kind of modernism. 
2. The father of neo-orthodoxy is Karl Barth, who began an 

attack on the old-liberals. He said~iberal theologican 
was wrong about things getting better and better. He also 
said they were wrong in their elevation of human reason. He 
taught that one IllUst come to a "crisis" I and in this helpless 
state l wait tor God to speak: to him. 

3. Ot.her names that are important are Emil Brunner I and Reinhold 
Niebhur" the champion of American neo-orthodo:l!;Y'. 

4. On the surface .. neo-orthodo.x;y appears to be a complete 
repudiation of the old liberalism ot the 19th Century, but 
in fact .. it is only a new kind of modernism. They are liberal 
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in their view of the Bible, and deny the verbal inspiration 
of the scriptures. They teach that the Bible is a Veiled 
Revelation - only at the "existential movement" can~ 
reveiitlon eet through to man. Thus, it is an old anti
rational view dressed up in a new garb! 

J. The latest fad is called '~istentialism". 
1. The father of 20th Cent~3 Existentialism, is the 19th 

Century Danish philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard (181)-1855). 
2. He believed that we need the "existential method" when 

dealing with God and man. 
3. Among the thinkers of this movement, we find Protestants, 

Catholics, and Jews as they protest against the concepts ot 
reason only as emphasized during the 18th Century. It is 
also a "revolt against the impersonal nature of the modern 
industrial or technological a~e, against scientism and 
positivism, and against the mass movements of our time ••• it 
is also a protest against totall tarian movements." 

4. This new philosophy emphasizes the pri.'IlaCY of existence, and 
minimizes the place of reason in religion. They say, "there 
is no knowledge apart from a knowin~ subject. Man's inner 
life, with its modds, anxieties, and decisions, becomes the 
center of attention ••• truth is revealed in the subjective 
experience of livine:. We experience the truth within us." 

5. Thus, another extreme anti-rationalistic teaching. "If 
reason alone cannot solve the central problems of existence, 
is there any assurance that passion can do 50?"* 

v. THE PROBIm1 OF roUBTINa. 

A. Put yourself in the place of a Christian student subjected to 
these causes of unbelief. 
1. He cannot escape involvement. 
2. We all have, and nmst use our capacity to think and analyze. 
3. Christ wants us to use our minds. (Mark 12:30). 

B. The greatest faith comes out of the struggles with doubt. 
1. Some Biblical examples. (Judges 6:13; Luke 1:20; Matthew 27:46; 

Mark 9:24; John 20:25). 
2. v!e want to see young people come through doubt to real fai thl 

VI. THE CEBISTIAN POSITION IS REASONABLE. 

A. It is reasonable to believe in God. 
1. Ha.n' s mind has never faced a. greater challenge than to attempt 

to comprehend God. 
2. It is reasonable to believe that somethin~ has existed from 

all eternity. 
3. Dr. Robert Clark, a scientist at Cambridge University, writes, 

''',/hat is to be said of the other evidences of apparent design 
which are to be seen on every hand? Are they also due to 
chance? The truth is, that as Eddington has pointed out, 
the chance theOI"J underroinds the r;rounds of science itself." 
(Clark, The Universe and God, p. 181). 

* Livinp, Issues in Philosophy 
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4. 

5. 
6. 

B. It 
1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Everythin.~ in the universe is just right: All reas:mable 
evidence points to a personal cause - God. 
Unreasonable tbeories: Panthei~m and Deism. 
The Bible teachings are reasonable: (r.-enesis 1:1; Psaln! 
33:6,9; Jeremiah 10:12; 32:17; Hebrews 11:)). 

is reasonable to believe in the insniratton of tile Bible. 
False theories: Natural Inspiration, Universal Christian 
Inspiration, and Partial Inspiration. These theories are 
incompatable with the c1a.ilIIs of the Bible liriters. 
The doctrine of insplratlon, which ire believe, Il!Ilst be 
that one which the Bible itself teaches. This is the 
reasonable approach. 
Consider the following passages: 2 Tim 3:16; Matthew 4:4; 
2 Peter 1:21; De\tteronolll.V 18:18; Jarelliiah 1:9; John 14:26; 
1 Thess. 2:13; Gal. 1:11, 12; Ephesians 3:5; and 1 Cor. 2:12,13. 
The words IIplenaryll, meanine full, complete, entire, exteading 
to every express part, and IIverbal", which p'lrtains to the 
selection of the right words, express the Bible view of in
spiration. This deals with God's work through the Holy Spirit, 
as men were directed in the subject matter. God thus guided 
the 'Writers in the choice of words (as they made us:: or their 
individual style of .... Titinc), so that the original manuscripts 
contained exactly ~:hat God de::;ired. ---

c. It is reasonable to believe in the virgill birth of Christ. 
1. No other vital truth is so universally attacked. 
2. The virgin birth in the second century: 

(~) Justin }'fa.rtyr, 'Writinf! at about the middle of the 2nd 
Century, regards the Virgin Birth as of furulamental 
importance, and defends it a leneth 8l1;ainst Jewish and 
pagan objections. 

(b) Aristides, whose "Apolor;yn m",y p~rhaps be dated at about 
lIio AD, rerards the Virgin Birth as one of the fundamental. 
facts of Christianity. liThe Apologyll~ except for a frag
ment, was unknown untU If.89, when a Syrian translation 
vms discovered, by J. Rendel Harris. Soon after this~ a 
Oreek text was found preserved. 'l'he Virgin Birth appears 
clear~ as one or the essential. facts by Aristidos - 140 AD. 

(c) I~tius, of Syrian Antioch, martyred in 117 AD, mentions 
the virgin Birth clear~ in several places ••• "For OUr 
God, Jesus Christ~ was conceived in the 'WOI'Iib of l'lary, 
according to a dispensation~ ot the srad or Duvid but al~o 
of the Ho~ Gbost; and He was born and was baptized that 
by His passion, He might cleanse welter. And bidden 
from the prince or this world were the virginity of Mary 
and her child-bearing and likewise also the death of t~e 
IDrd--three mysteries to be cried aloud--the which were 
'WrO\tght in the silence of God." ••••• "fully persuaded as 
touching our Lord that He is trul¥ of the race of David 
aocording to the flesh, but Son of ~~ by the divine 
will and pOller, truly born of a virgin and baptized by 
John that all richteousness might be ful£illed by Him, 
tru~· nailed up in the nesh for our ;:;ake under Pontius 
Pilate and Herod the tetrarch ••• " 



3. In the Redbook Magazine, Aueust, 1962, we have the following 
information. "James A. Pike, Episcopal Bishop of California, 
recently startled man;r United States church goers when he 
declared that he does not believe in the Biblical account of 
the virgin birth at Christ. It is a primitive religious 
myth, he says, and Joseph, Mary"s husband, was probabq the 
physical father of Jesus. Asked to name other religious 
myths I Dean Pike mentioned Adam and Eve, and the Garden of 
Eden, and the existence of a s~-high heaven and a red-hot 
hell. The dean's "revolt" has made 11!&IIY a Protestant 
congregation sit up and take sharp notice of the fact that 
a new kind of young man seems to be answering the call to 
the ministry. If 47-year-old Dean Pike is a harbinger of 
the new clergyman, what will tomorrow's Protestant minister 
be like? What kind of sermons will rinf, from the pulpit of 
a few years from now? In what strange vineyards will we be 
asked to labor in God's name? To find the answers to these 
questions, Redbook .fa~ine assigned Louis Harris and Asso
ciates, a distinguished public-opinion research firm, to 
interview a scientific sampling of the youns divinity 
students slated to provide the spiritual leadership for the 
65 million churchgoing Protestants who comprise the religiOUS 
majority of our country. The firm's researchers ta.lk:ed with 
more than a hundred students at eight leading colleges ot 
theology, including Yale Divinity School, Union Theological 
Seminar,y in New York City, Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and Augsburg College Seminary, in Minneapolis. 
Near:q one third 'Were Methodist. Fifteen percent at them 
were Baptist. Eleven per cent were Episcopal, ten percent 
Presbyterian, six percent Congregational, six percent were 
Intheran. The remaining 22 percent included Church at God, 
Church of the Brethren, Pentecostal, and others who were 
uncommitted. 
How does this group of theological students feel about the 
-Dean Pike heresy"? About halt of them agree with him! 
Onq 44 percent believe in theVirgin Birth of Christ. Only 
29 percent believe there 1s a real heaven and hell. Onl¥ 46 
percent believe that Jesus ascended pb¥sical:q whole into 
heaven after His crucifixion •••••••••• OrJ.q" one percent are 
convinced that there will be a second.coming:ot Christ ••••• 
•• •• • These students seem to be idealizing human nature and 
elevating it to the realm at the Divine, while dElllot1ng 
God to the level of the human!" 

It is reasonable to believe in the resurrection of Christ. 
1. Again we are in the realm ot historical fact - the best 

established fact in history. (Romans 1:4). 
2. Jesus placed the entire claw ot his ministI"1 upon the 

resurrection trom the dead. (John 2:19-21; Matt. 16:21-23; 
Matt. 17:22-23; Matt. 20:17-19; and Matt. 26:31,32). 

3. Consider the remarkable transtomation which occurred in 
the lives at the apostles before and atter His death. Let 
the liberal or the 1n:t1del 8lIplain this transformation. 
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4. Luke spealcs of "many infa1lible proofs" (Acts 1:,3). Those 

who were witnesses were reliable people. What right does 
any modernist have in calling in question their historical 
record of the resurrection? 

S. The argument of the empty tomb and the attempt to answer the 
argument (Matt 28:11-15). 

6. The testimony of Paul. 

CONCLUSION 

1. In our secular colleges, universities, and in most of the various 
theological seminaries, is being waged the most determined and 
far-reaching assault that Christianity has faced since apostolic 
times. 

2. This is the time, if ever, when the Church of our Lord should sound 
forth clearl,y the reason for our hope - the redeeming and risen 
Christ. This is the time for a meeting of heart andlililid! 
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